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“Thank You” Dinner
Wednesday, October 7, 5:30 PM
Fellowship Hall

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the life of the
congregation with your time, talent and treasure. This year we
have witnessed an increase in giving of time and talent. The
summer months especially highlighted this as we were
supported in our liturgy and hymns by members of all ages!
The wide range of instruments and voices used in leading
worship reflected a deep commitment to our Lord and to the
importance of Sunday worship. We are also appreciative of the generosity of financial gifts given in
support of our shared ministry, proclaiming God’s love made known through Christ Jesus. The “Thank
You” Dinner is just that, a shared meal, held in recognition of the importance of Christ and his Church
in our lives. The hope in planning was that by providing a mid-week meal, it would ease the burden for
families, singles, those working and those who are retired. We know firsthand how full weekend
schedules are and how jam-packed Sunday morning and afternoons have become. So, please plan to
attend. Reservation cards have been distributed each Sunday morning prior to the liturgy. It is not too
late to respond. Simply call the church office or complete a reservation card on Sunday, October 4.

The “Thank You” Dinner features a menu for children and one for adults. Miss Kelly is coordinating the
meal for the children, and the Men of St. Paul’s are coordinating the meal for the adults. Given their
track record both menus will be delicious. (For those who may remember the December St. Nicholas
Wednesday evening dinner we prepared about three years ago, we are modelling this dinner on the
supportive comments provided by congregants.) The meal will be served promptly at 5:30 PM. If you
arrive late, do not worry, there will be plenty of time to eat during the entertainment portion. The skits
will include; The Electric Slide, “An Angel Visits Edith” and “Another Weird Week™. 2027 Stewardship
materials will be available to take home with you. The three parts; stepping up, time and ability form,
and commitment card will accompany your 2027 offering envelope packets.

St. Luke Healing Service
Sunday, October 18, 9:30 AM

On Sunday October 18th we will celebrate the Feast of St. Luke with a healing service. Those wishing
may receive the laying on of hands and anointing with oil during the healing rite. This has proven to be a
very meaningful liturgy for those who have participated in past years. Please use this opportunity to
invite a friend or coworker with you. It is very clear how much we are in need of healing; in our lives,
congregations, neighborhoods, nation, and world. Come and pray with us for healing and give thanks to
God for the healing made known through his only Son, Christ Jesus.
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Artwork by Congregants
to Benefit Food Pantry Silent Auction

During the season of Lent about a dozen people gathered for a watercolor class.
That experience was the catalyst for the Bastians hosting summer art sessions in
their home. Now participants are donating their artwork for a silent auction to raise
money to purchase food for the St. Paul’s Food Pantry and to raise awareness of
food insecurity in our neighborhood. The artwork will be on display in the church
narthex beginning 11 October through 15 November, the day of the Annual
Meeting. Artist information and bid sheets will be provided at that time. This is a good way to secure a
holiday gift for a family member, friend or coworker, while supporting the ministry of the congregation.

Education for Adults, 10:45 AM Making Sense of Martin . r

Luther | ®
Worship and education are two basic components of the Christian life.
And yet it is surprising how few people participate in any form of
religious education. As we embark on an extended fall 9:30 AM
worship schedule it seems fitting that we put forth as much attention to content and detail as we
historically have done with our worship planning. Coming out of a summer where such attention brought
us a renewed sense of who we are as God’s people at this time and place, the Christian Education
Committee has followed suit with their planning for the 10:45 AM Adult Sunday school component.

We are Making Sense of Martin Luther using a book by David J. Lose. David prepared this study for the
500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. As a faith community we come from many different
backgrounds. Pastor Lose’s book uses a conversational format to explore how Luther’s dynamic
understanding of God’s life-changing gospel informs day-to-day faith and life in the world today. This
approach should allow all of us to deepen our understanding of who Luther was and why his theological
insights are relevant today.

4 October: The Ambidextrous God—The Two Kingdoms and God’s Ongoing Work in the World

11 October: Called for Good—Vocation, Sinning Boldly, and the Respiratory System of the Body of
Christ 18 October: God Hidden and Revealed—Luther’s Theology of the Cross and the Sacraments

25 October: Semper Simul—Sin, Forgiveness, and “Becoming Christian”

Hopefully these themes will encourage you to include the 10:45 AM time of learning in your Sunday
morning plans. Pastor Reep will lead the discussion each week in Christ Hall.

A Big Thank You!

A big thank you to everyone who brought baked goods, fruit, vegetables, snack trays, sandwiches, and
so many other delicious food items to our Summer Sunday refreshment table. It was a huge success!
Every Sunday, there was a wonderful selection of delicious treats to enjoy and share.

Now that summer is over, we will continue to offer coffee and juice, along with a limited selection of
baked goods, at 10:30 a.m., supplied by the Fellowship Committee. Please feel free to contribute to the
refreshment table if you would like. We appreciate everyone who helps make this a welcoming time of
fellowship and sharing!

“Vintage” Members (80 and over) with birthdays in
ad 7 October are: Lynn Trout, Jim Flinchbaugh, Shirley
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by « g ‘ 4 Haugh, Carl Jacobs, and Bonnie Keeports. Sending
Happy Birthday wishes and hoping you have a happy and
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% healthy year ahead from your family at St. Paul’s.



Service of Blessing and Rededication, Cemetery Plot, Prospect Hill
The Reverend Jonathan Oswald,
Founding Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
October 11, 4:00 PM

200 years ago, the first Lutheran Theological Seminary in America was
established in Gettysburg Pennsylvania. It Was established by Samuel Simon
Schmucker. There were eight students. In 1829, three years after the seminary
opened, Jonathan Oswald graduated from that institution and was ordained. Ten
years after the seminary opened its doors for the education of Lutheran pastors
in America, Pastor Oswald opened the doors of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. He
served the young, English-speaking congregation faithfully. It was the first
English language Lutheran congregation west of the Susquehanna. At that time
most Lutheran congregations were conducting services in German. The need for
an English language congregation was realized when St. Paul’s was chartered in
February 1836. Pastor Oswald’s work and life and ministry are carried forward by the faithful
congregants and pastors of St. Paul’s Church. Now in our 190" year, we take time to show respect,
provide care, and give appropriate honor to our founding pastor. A team of St. Paul’s members have
worked throughout this calendar year in preparation of the Service of Blessing and Rededication of the
cemetery plot at Prospect Hill Cemetery. You are invited to attend the service at Prospect Hill Cemetery
on Sunday, October 11 at 4:00 PM. The service will be held rain or shine so please plan accordingly.
You may wish to locate the cemetery plot on the map provided, or speak with Aaron Jacobs, chairperson
of the rededication committee for directions. We extend our thanks and appreciation to Aaron and his
committee for their vision, planning and work to bring us to this important day in the life of our faith
community.
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Education for Children, 10:45 AM, Sundays
Spark Activate Faith

A great start to another Sunday School year. We had a great turn out of adults,
confirmands and children on our first week of Sunday School. We hope you
will join us as we learn and grow in our Christian Faith. The students get to
enjoy a snack, play games, read stories and work on crafts to remember the
Bible stories. They are also working on memorizing Bible verses. We look forward to the weeks ahead
and hope you can be with us.

The classes for children and youth are held on the lower level.

The following lessons will be presented this fall:
4 QOctober: “Manna, Quail, and Water,”

Exodus 16:1-18, 17:1-7
11 October: “Deborah,” Judges 4:1-5:31
18 October: “God calls Samuel,” 1 Sammuel 3:1-20
25 October: “David is Chosen,” 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Hopefully these Bible stories will both encourage
and inspire you to bring children

for Faith Formation at 10:45 AM Sunday morning
so that they can benefit from this time of learning.

Unpacking the Sunday Lectionary Readings
Two opportunities Tuesday 6:00 PM & Wednesday 10:30 AM

Do you ever wonder why certain readings are read on Sunday morning and how, if at all, they
relate to one another? And do you consider how they relate to you and your life as a child of
God? Questions such as these are at the heart of the scripture study opportunities offered at St.
Paul’s. For decades Pastor Reep has led just such a study on Wednesday mornings. Wednesday
mornings work for one portion of the congregation but certainly not for everyone. Last year he
experimented by offering a study on Tuesday evenings which coincided with the Children’s
ministry activities of music, craft and Bible story. This year the Tuesday evening study will be
held beginning on 1 September from 6:00 — 7:00 PM. Mark your calendar or simply look at the
one provided with this newsletter and plan to join with other members of our faith community by
unpacking the readings assigned for the upcoming Sunday morning. Those who participate can’t
believe the impact it has when they come to worship.

Please remember to notify the church of any life events, illnesses, joys or

concerns. Call the office 717-843-8155 or email st.paulsyork@comcast.net.

Please be aware that due to HIPPA rules even though the hospital and medical LET us KNOW
institutions ask you what church you belong to when you are admitted they are

unable to call Pastor Reep and Pastor Yeiser to notify them that you have been -
admitted! Please call or have a family member call to give this information to the 'ﬁ\
office so that Pastor Reep and Pastor Yeiser can provide care. Thank you.
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Up-Coming Events

at St. Paul’s

Stewardship “Thank You” Dinner

Food Pantry Silent Art Auction benefit begins
Rededication Rev. Jonathon Oswald plot
Healing Service. St. Luke

Senior Luncheon

Violin & Piano. Ade Williams, Chelsea Wang
Reformation Sunday

All Saints Day

Annual Meeting & Dinner

Christ the King
Intergenerational Advent Event
Children's Christmas Program
York College Christmas Concert
Christmas Decorating
Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Lessons & Carols

Wednesday 7 October 5:30 PM
Sunday. 11 October 9:00 AM
Sunday 11 October 3:00 PM
Sunday 18 October 9:30 AM
Wednesday 21 October 11:30 AM
Wednesday 21 October 7:30 PM
Sunday 25 October 9:30 AM
Sunday | November 9:30 AM
Sunday 15 November 11:30 AM
Sunday 22 November 9:30 AM
Sunday 29 November

Sunday 6 December 10:45 AM
Sunday 6 December 3:00 PM
Tuesday 15 December 6:00 PM
Thursday 24 December 4:00 & 7:00 PM
Friday 25 December 10:30 AM
Sunday 27 December 9:30 AM

Women’s Group Upcoming Meeting
Sunday, October 18 at 8:30 AM | Room 108

Join us for our next Women’s Group meeting before

church on Sunday, October 18. We’ll spend time in
devotion, reflect on past activities—including our

retreat—and begin planning events for the coming year. We hope you’ll join us for this time of

fellowship, reflection, and planning!
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Senior Luncheon Wednesday 21 October 2026
The fall senior luncheon will be held in Christ Hall on Wednesday, October 21st at 11:30 AM. The
Witness Committee will prepare a delicious luncheon and provides opportunities for meeting new
members, conversation, and joyful fellowship. Entrée this year will be chicken cordon bleu. The

luncheon will be preceded with hymns and prayers at 10:30 AM. Pastor Reep will lead the hymns, study
and prayers. Please contact the church office to reserve your place at the table. RSVP by Oct.14



Fall 2026 Music concerts and programs
St. Paul’s Church is pleased to host
the following musical events.

Wednesday, October 21 Adé Williams, violin, Chelsea Wang, piano 7:30 PM
» 7.0 Praised by the New York Times for her “stunning” playing, Adé
Williams is a renowned, award-winning concert violinist known for

her vibrance and special connection to audiences. A 2023 Stradivari

Society recipient, she is a highly sought-after soloist and collaborator
in the US and abroad.

St. Paul’s in collaboration with the York Symphony Orchestra and the
Matinee Musical Club of York is pleased to host the first Spotlight
Series Performances featuring violinist Adé Williams with pianist
Yebin Kor playing music of Beethoven, Amy Beach, Bela Bartok and
William Grant Still.

The Spotlight Series aims to foster a deeper connection between the
artist and the community. By bringing music into various local
venues, the series shines a light on the talent and dedication of the musicians among us to foster deeply
personal and memorable experiences.

Sunday, December 6 York College Christmas Concert 3:00 PM
Come hear the York College Music Department choirs and instrumentalists perform a concert of holiday
music and more.

Greeters will be needed for all of the above concerts and programs.

You will not be required to set up or clean up before or after the event. Your duties
HOSP'T AUTY are to guide people to the nave and/or restrooms, etc... You will need to arrive 1/2

hour prior to the event and stay until all the guests have left. If you are interested in

representing our church as part of the Hospitality Team please contact Patee at the

church office. 717-843-8155 or st.paulsyork@comecast.net

%7 Calling all crocheters and knitters. Last November we gave out
over 200 scarves to our pantry shoppers. It’s time to start making
scarves again for November 2026. The only suggestion is that
scarves are about

4, - 5 feet long and about 6 inches wide. When you finish a few
scarves, put them in the pantry shopping cart in the Good Shepherd
Room with your name on the bag. We extend our sincere thanks and
appreciation to everyone who provided the amazing scarves. Let’s
see if we can surpass last year’s number! This year the Blessing of
the Scarves will be held on Sunday, November 8, prior to the
distribution on November 10.



mailto:st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Music & Create
Age 3 through grade 6

Music and Create is an opportunity for our families with young
children to engage in music and art while also having the
opportunity to connect with other families. The program is
designed for children ages 3 through grade 6. We split the
children into two age groups, age 3 through grade 1 and grade 2 through grade 6.

During Create time the children and youth will use recycled bulletin covers, foil, tape and fabric to
create sculptures of themselves, Mary, Joseph and the other figures and animals of the nativity. They
will also build the town of Bethlehem from recycled cardboard boxes and materials as they imagine it.
This project will be displayed during Advent.

During Music time the children will sing and play instruments as we build musical skills and create
music together. Music and Create activities will help children and youth build relationships with one
another.

The children and youth will sing during the worship service on
Sunday, October 4"

Sunday, November 8

Sunday, December 6™ — Christmas program

December 24" — Christmas Eve at 4pm

Miss Kelly and Mrs. Jones

Children and Youth Grades 3 through 8
Youth in grades 3 through 8
October 11 — 12 Noon till 2:00

Following a lunch of pizza the younger children will work together playing
Hungry, Hungry Hippos, Balloon toss, and Pool Noodle Partners as they grow
together in faith.

Youth grades 6 through 8 will create and play charades and Pictionary. They
will have time to create their own card game to be played during other youth
activities using their knowledge from bible stories.

Please let Miss Kelly know by October 4™ if your children and youth can attend.

Mark your calendar for more Children and Youth Group activities
November 8, January 10, February 14, March 14

Shine On!

The handbell choir recently gathered to polish the bells and beautify them for another year of

ringing. The bells look and sound wonderful! We extend our thanks to Alexis Heistand, Scott Herdson,
Drew Herdson, Gail Kerchner, Carolyn Kapoun, and Leah McComas who gave time and elbow grease
to polish all 61 bells! Special thanks is owed to our bell-maintenance master, Gail Kerchner. Gail spent
hours of time this summer disassembling, cleaning, fixing, and reassembling each bell. We are blessed
to have her share her skills and knowledge to care for our congregation’s handbells. Thank you, Gail!
The preschool opened its door for the 2026-27 school year on Wednesday, September 9th. Excitement
filled the hallways and classrooms with Nursery Rhymes in the 2 and 3 year old classes while the 4 year
olds swam their way to the beach. Fun stories were read and cute songs were sung. During the first few
weeks the children also learned about the school rules and how to play together and share.



o _—~. | - InOctober, the Preschool is looking forward to seeing our local firemen
‘ f with their firetrucks at school so that the children can learn all about fire
N eWS safety. The children will also have school pictures taken, participate in a
classroom Halloween Party and have fun with spooky crafts. The Parent

Group will also be holding a Fall Festival complete with pumpkin decorating, games and delicious
snacks.

The teachers and students are hoping to have a spooktacular fall and look forward to the exciting things
that are to come!

Clothing Collection o

St Paul’s collects clothing for Union Lutheran Church’s Clothing Ministry and your help is &
requested. Union collects ‘gently used’ clothing (and shoes) for its clothing closet and

offers it free of charge to needy families in the York City community. A bin has been
placed in the Good Shepherd room to collect any clothing you would like to donate. These ., <
donations will surely be a blessing to our neighbors. Union’s volunteers are very
appreciative of our cooperation and our help. If you have large donations you may take them directly to
Union Lutheran Church. Simply call them to arrange a time.

St. Paul’s School Ministry Update 2026-2027

Thank you to all who contributed to our August collection for the Bearcat Cyber Academy, which is
nearby just off W. College. The Social Ministries team delivered an assortment of personal hygiene
items as well as household cleaning products along with Dollar General gift cards. Our donations help
provide tangible support when needed for both the students and their families. The Bearcats’ social
worker has expressed deep gratitude for our response.

Again this school year we are collaborating with Jackson Elementary’s counselor, social worker, and
psychologist. As we anticipate an upcoming planning meeting with these staff members, we are
preparing to host another Student of the Month Ice Cream Social at Jackson in early October. It’s a
privilege to interact with kids in this special way, one more way to put God’s love into action.

If you have interest in serving in this school ministry, you may contact Nancy Bennett or the Church
Office.

St. Paul’s Food Pantry Needs: White Rice, Cereal, plastic and paper shopping bags. Monetary
donations can be placed in a special envelope marked “Pantry”. Contact Teresa Rohrbaugh to volunteer
for Tuesday distribution days. Contact Patty Snyder to volunteer for Thursday delivery days or Sunday
stocking days or contact the church office. Thank you to all who help!



Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee’s work is to secure a slate of nominations for positions of leadership in the
congregation. The positions are for Congregation Council (3 to 5), Mutual Ministry (2), Benevolence
Committee (1) and voting members for Synod Assembly (3+alternate). Their work began in late summer
and continues until elections are held at the Annual Meeting on 15 November. The Nominating
Committee members are Ann Anstadt, Keith Kates and Carol Woodbury. If you are interested in serving
the congregation through one of these areas of ministry, please contact a member of the Nominating
Committee.

2026 Flower Chart

The 2026 flower chart is posted on the Springettsbury vestibule bulletin board. The cost of the flowers
has increased slightly and is currently $40 per vase. You are welcome to sign up to provide one or both
vases. After you have signed up, simply make a check payable to St. Paul's Lutheran Church and mark it
altar flowers. This is a great way to honor someone, celebrate a milestone in life, or remember a loved
one. The flowers may be taken home with you at the conclusion of the 9:30 AM liturgy or you may have
them given to someone who is sick, shut it, or hospitalized. If you wish, you can contact the office to
reserve a date, and to provide all of the correct information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.

Council Highlights

The Congregation Council gathered for their regular meeting on Monday, September 21, at 6:30 PM in
Christ Hall. The meeting began with prayer given by Alexis Heistand.

The Treasurer provided a detailed monthly report and a first draft of the 2027 budget proposal. Not all
committees submitted written requests. The actual run rates for 2026 January through August along with
the 2025 rates from September through December were used to arrive at the dollar amounts proposed for
2027. There is time for committees to provide additional information.

The Nominating Committee shared their collective work. There remain opportunities for service on
Council, Mutual Ministry, Benevolence and Synod voting members. Please direct any questions or
interest to Ann Anstadt, Keith Kates, or Carol Woodbury.

The application for serving on the Call Committee is included with this issue of the newsletter. For those
interested in serving please complete the form and return it to Keith Kates by Oct. 14.

The Property Committee is continuing work on securing a plan identifying short- and long-range
projects to assist the congregation in its mission.

The need for a comprehensive preschool safety plan continues. The preschool staff is documenting
procedures that are currently in effect. Christ Lipp is willing to meet with the preschool director and
staff to share expertise from professional contacts. The time in which to meet has not yet been
established.

The Christian Education committee liaison shared preliminary observations regarding Sunday school for
children at 10:45 AM. The Worship and Arts committee liaison will report back to council following the
next worship meeting in October regarding the 9:30 AM combined worship time.

The request of the preschool to have the annual sub and sandwich sale was approved.

The church sexton will need time off soon and will be utilizing medical leave. The property committee
will be asked to create a plan for coverage.

The meeting closed with prayer by Joe Guarriello.

Respectfully submitted, Pastor Reep



Pastoral Call Process

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 25 W. Springettsbury Ave York, PA 17403  Aug 25, 2026

INTRODUCTION

In consultation with Pr. Reep, the Congregation Council of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, York
understands that a change in pastorship is on the not-too-distant horizon. Through prayer and earnest
conversation, the leadership believes that a quick transition will serve the parish most fruitfully in this
moment of our history. The parish is healthy and prefers a succession plan characterized by “passing the
baton” without stalled momentum. Specifically, the Congregation Council wishes to go about calling
the next pastor while Rev. Reep is still serving and there is either a short overlap in the service of the
two pastors or the briefest possible gap in senior pastoral leadership without an interim.

PROCESS

The Congregations Council’s intent is for Rev. Reep to remain as pastor of the congregation
throughout this process or until he determines that it is time to retire, whichever comes first.
. St. Paul’s Congregation Council obtained approval of this process (a) by formal vote of the Council and
(b) with agreement from the LSS Bishop’s office.
. The Congregation Council will select a Call Committee according to its Constitution, which requires six
voting members.

a. Council will solicit nominees from the congregational membership and ask that each nominee
submits a common-form bio explaining his/her interest in serving in this capacity.

b. Council will establish six voting members and one non-voting alternate for the committee.

c. We hope to present the Call Committee to the congregation by the Annual Meeting on November
15, 2026. But if not, we will continue the process as stated.

. The Call Committee will be responsible for generating the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) according to the
ELCA’s standard form with an account through the ELCA.

a. The Congregation Council and congregation may provide suggestions for the MSP, as it has
already been engaged in thoughts and discussions about the transfer of leadership, and desired
skills.

b. The Call Committee, Congregation Council, and Bishop’s office will meet and agree on the final
draft of the MSP. This meeting will follow guidance in the Call Manual.

c. The MSP will include the specifics of this Pastoral Call Process document.

d. The hope of the Congregation Council in drafting this process is to establish a MSP by early 2027.

. The Bishop’s office, the Call Committee, and the Congregation Council will follow a normal process in
proposing and interviewing candidates according to the Call Manual. The Call Manual does not reflect
this exact process but the portions which can be followed, will be.

. If a candidate is identified and recommended to the congregation before Pastor Reep is retired, the two
pastors, in consultation with the Congregation Council and before the call vote, will explore the
possibility of the overlap and define expectations and timeline (Rev. Reep and the called candidate
serving coincidently).

a. At the beginning of this process, the Congregation Council is interested in a brief overlap, but this
is negotiable. Our intent is that an overlap period would not exceed 2 months.

b. Parish leadership believes that resources in our membership could bridge the gap between pastors
if Rev. Reep retires before the next called pastor begins service for at least three months (as it did
while Pr. Reep was on sabbatical in summer 2023).

. Pastor Reep will not participate in the call process. He will not select the Call Committee nor will he be
privy to their work. If Pastor Reep is not retired and the candidate is being recommended to the
congregation, then pursuant to above 5, Pastor Reep becomes involved in conversations regarding
timeline.



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church York, PA Call Committee Candidate Application

Thank you for your interest in serving this congregation as a member of the pastoral call
committee ministry. This ministry will guide the congregation toward a vote to formally call the
next pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Feel free to share any further information that might
help the congregation council select a call committee. Please return this completed document
to Keith Kates, Council President, not later than October 14, 2026.

1. Name:
Phone Number:
Email:

2. How many years have you been a member of St. Paul’s congregation?

3. How would you describe the current culture of our congregation?

4. Serving on the call committee requires significant time commitment. How much time
do you think you can dedicate toward this work?

5. Why do you want to serve the congregation by participating in the call
committee?

6. How do you envision the congregation of St. Paul’s in 10-15 years? How is it similar
to or different from the present?
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Thank you to all who helped to get this newsletter out this month!
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