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WELCOME   Thank you for being with us. 

We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America) and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and 
people of little or no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation for 189 
years. By worshipping with us today, you become part of that living tradition. 

Offerings  Offerings are received during the liturgy.  They are 
presented along with gifts of bread and wine at the altar.  You 
may also donate via our website at www.stpaulsyork.org or use 
the QR Code provided.   

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room 
(Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex (George St). Baby chang-
ing stations are provided in these restrooms as well as in the 
nursery which is accessed through the double doors front right. 

The Nursery is accessed through the front right double doors. 
The liturgy is live-streamed into the Nursery.  Parents are asked 
to stay with their children.  Quiet activities are also available in 
the Narthex for infant through preschool children to use with an 
adult. 

An AED/Defibrillator unit is located in the Good Shepherd room. It is placed on the wall left side 
of the Springettsbury door exit.   

Parents, please do accompany your child to the restroom during the liturgy and wait with them.  
This is a way for us to practice good safety protocol within our building. 

STAFF     

Pastor Rev. Stanley Reep st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Organist, Choir Director Victor Fields vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Children’s Music Director Julianna Jones Jjones.stpaulsyork@gmail.com 

Bell Choirs Director  Leah McComas  lmccomas.stpaulsyork@gmail.com 

Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Sexton Ted Weikert tweikert.stpaulsyork@gmail.com 

Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com 



February 18, 2026 
Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion   11:00 AM  & 7:00 PM 
 

PRELUDE  Lord Jesus, Think on Me  Kristina Langlois 
 
Stand 
CONFESSION  

Brothers and sisters:  We were created to experience joy in communion with God, to 
love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation.  But sin separates us 
from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us.  Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to 
come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live.  As disciples of the Lord Jesus 
we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and 
neighbor.  Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love - the discipline of Lent – 
help us to wage our spiritual warfare.  I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to 
this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your 
Lenten discipline. 

Sit 
There is silence and self-examination. 
Then the pastor leads the people in the confession. 
 

Most holy and merciful God: 
We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in 
heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and  
deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others, as we have been for-
given. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true to 
the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  The pride, hypocrisy, and impa-
tience in our lives,  
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,  
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than our-
selves,  
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life 
and work,  
we confess to you, Lord. 



Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,  
we confess to you, Lord. 
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our blindness to human 
need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  
accept our repentance, Lord. 
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prej-
udice and contempt toward those who differ from us,  
accept our repentance, Lord. 
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 
after us,  
accept our repentance, Lord. 
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  Amen 
 

On this day we remember that we are dust,  and to dust we shall return. 
 

+ Imposition of Ashes + 

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward by the center aisle.  
The minister will trace the sign of the cross on the forehead with ashes, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

After receiving the ashes, return to your pew by the side aisle.   
When all who desire ashes have received them,  

the pastor will lead the people in concluding the confession. 
 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sin-
ners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live.  Therefore we im-
plore him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please 
him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at 
the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Stand 
PRAYER OF  THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. . . .Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 
repenting of our sins, we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and for-



giveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen 
 

Sit 
READING   Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  (back cover) 
 

PSALM: Psalm 51:11–18 spoken antiphonally by pulpit/font sides 
 

11Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
12Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
13Give me the joy of your saving help again 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
14I shall teach your ways to the wicked, 
 and sinners shall return to you. 
15Deliver me from | death, O God, 
 and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
 O God of my salvation. 
16Open my lips, O LORD, 
 and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
17Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 
 but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
18The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we en-
treat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says, 
 "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
 and on a day of salvation I have helped you." 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no ob-
stacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants 
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflic-
tions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 
love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 
treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always re-
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing every-
thing.  



Stand 
VERSE 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (back cover) 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the conclusion of the Gospel. 
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
SERMON      Pastor Reep 
 

Stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY Saviour, When in Dust to You (ELW 601) 



NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of  

 the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 
their needs. 
A brief silence. 
Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of repentance, and 
renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in baptism. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every diverse ecosys-
tem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant beauty and purpose to each 
living thing. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across the world 
(places may be named). Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice 
and let any who are oppressed go free. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Deliver your people, O God. Comfort all whose hearts are rent by grief, uphold all 
who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and give housing to all without shelter. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you. Strengthen our 
resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing, and quicken our prayer. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their treasure in heaven, 
and for (Martin Luther and) all who on earth proclaimed your abounding, steadfast 
love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

OFFERTORY  Create in Me (ELW 188) 



Stand 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray….Blessed are you, 
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew 
our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS 

 
THANKSGIVING 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 
 in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
 and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
 death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
 glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, 
 we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are 
 able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
 Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of 
 bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
 may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of 
 sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with 
 all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
 church, now and forever. 
 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION  A brief silence is kept. 
 



AGNUS DEI      

Sit  
COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 
Our Communion is “open” to all believers who trust that the Risen Christ is present 
for his people in the Holy Eucharist.  
Procedure for receiving Communion: 

1.Come to communion using the center aisle. 
2.Take a communion glass from the tray of glasses. 
3.Take your place along the chancel step.  
4.The ministers will bring the bread and wine to you. 
5.Place the used cup in an empty tray located on a credence table at the side aisle. 
6.Return to your pew using the side aisle 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326) 



Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTILE 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Lord God, in your mercy, give grace to us who have received this Most 
Blessed Sacrament that our Lenten penance may give you glory and bring us pardon 
and salvation.  Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.         
Amen 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  The Glory of These Forty Days  Gerald Near 

Wednesday Mid-Week Lent 
The Seven Petitions of the “Lord’s Prayer” 
Soup, Salad & Bread Supper, Christ Hall 6:00 PM 
Vespers with Preaching, Church Nave 7:00 PM 
 

 The Wednesdays of Lent offer opportunities to strengthen Christian witness 
through fellowship and prayer. A simple supper of soup, bread and salad, will be held in 
Christ Hall at 6:00 PM. A sign-up sheet is located on the stand in the Good Shepherd 
Room. If you are willing to bring some of the things needed for the weekly supper simp-
ly sign up so we know that which items are covered.  Additionally we need a few volun-
teers to help set up and clean up following the meals. We will need at least three crock 
pots of soup for each week. Following the supper evening Prayer, Vespers, will be held 
in the church nave at 7:00 PM. We will be using the service from Lutheran Book of 
Worship with a few modification. We have invited the congregations of Christ York, 
Grace York, St. Peter’s York, and Christ Manchester to join us. 



Experimental Trial Worship Time—To Begin 1 March 2026 

If there was something that you could do to increase involvement in the life of the 
congregation, would you do it? Would you try it? Would you give it a chance? 

That was the question posed to the participants at the annual retreat held in January by 
committee chairpersons and congregation council members. The desire is to continue 
with an early worship service opportunity and one that will permit greater participa-
tion. By adjusting the Sunday schedule, from 8:00 to 8:30 AM, it is hoped that we can 
accomplish several things: 

• Increase attendance by moving from 8:00 AM and starting at 8:30 AM. This may 
be appealing to families who regularly move out the door shortly after 8:00 AM 
during the week. This eliminates a half hour wait between Sunday worship and 
Sunday school. While the education time is scheduled at 9:15 AM the reality is 
that folks arrive at 9:30 AM. Worshipers can move directly from worship to Chris-
tian Education. 

• Increase available parking for the 10:30 AM liturgy. By making the early worship 
time a bit more appealing for schedules this has the potential of freeing up parking 
spaces for those who arrive later in the morning. The 10:30 AM liturgy is often the 
time when we experience individuals and families visiting St. Paul’s having more 
parking options would be beneficial. Currently 8:00 AM averages 35 and 10:30 
AM averages 125. 

• By evening out the participants across two service times, we increase the potential 
number of people available to serve. This will ease the burden currently experi-
enced at the early service time. 

• When there are 70 or more people in the church nave the energy in the room 
changes. This is most noticeable for the preaching task, both the one preaching and 
those who listen. The acoustics in the room change.  

After significant deliberation the Council decided on an experimental trial worship 
time of 8:30 AM (moving the 8:00 AM liturgy one half hour) from March 1st 
through May17th. This will provide a time to hear responses, see if we are moving 
toward the desired hopes, and have time to plan accordingly for the 2026-2027 aca-
demic year. The start time of the second liturgy will remain at 10:30 AM. 

For additional information or questions regarding this decision, please contact any 
member of the Congregation Council.   




