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9:15 AM Sunday Holy Eucharist 
9:15 AM Live Streamed YouTube 

Holy Days as announced 
June & July 2025 

The Feast of Pentecost 
Sunday, June  8, 2025 
9:15 AM 
 

The Feast of Pentecost is always a joyous day in the life of the Church. 
Pentecost marks the 50th day after the celebration of the Resurrection. In 
our liturgical celebrations we focus on the powerful reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles with the sending of the Holy Spirit. In that text we 
hear how the early church responded to God’s gift of the Spirit out-
poured. In our modern world it is equally important for us to respond to 
God’s gift of the Spirit outpoured and at work among us. In the early 
Church the people told how much God had done for them. In our daily 
life it is important that we are telling how much God has done and is 
doing for us. The Spirit of God is at work. This year we are very much 
aware of the renewal that is going on among us. We regularly witness the Sacrament of Holy Baptism! 
There are lots of other signs too revealing the work of the Holy Spirit among us. 
 

This year we witnessed seven young men and one young woman confirming their faith in Christ Jesus! 

Children are present for Children’s sermons at both Sunday liturgies!  

The robust attendance at Mid-week Bible study fills the tables in Christ Hall on Wednesday mornings!  

Guests who worship with us often return seeking to unite with our faith community! 

Regularly people linger after worship engaging in conversation about our life and mission! 

The women’s group has resumed meeting. 

A men’s group has begun to meet taking on work in support of LWR. 

Vacation Bible School is being conducted in July! 

Tanzanian travelers have ventured out to other congregations sharing the story of how global relation-
ships strengthen faith.  

Conversations regarding sponsoring another Bridge of Hope family are underway.  
 

This year Pentecost Sunday is June 8th. Plan to wear bright red colored clothing. Invite someone to come 
with you. Allow this Pentecost celebration to bring renewal to you as we hear of the mighty acts of God.  

BBQ Picnic on South Lawn 
Sunday June 1, 2025 at 4:00 PM 
 

The Men of St. Paul’s are sponsoring a fellowship event for the entire congregation. They 

will be preparing pork BBQ, hamburgers and hot dogs on Sunday 1 June at 4:00 PM. They 

will also provide some lawn games to keep participants active and engaged while the food is 

being prepared. This event is the third one that the men have sponsored in conjunction with 

LWR and their 80th Anniversary celebration. The men are attempting to raise enough money to provide a la-

trine to help when people are displaced during floods, earthquakes, and war. The men have a goal of $5,000. 

Come and enjoy fabulous food, joyful conversation, and try your luck at a game or two! If you would like to 

help with the setup, clean up, or meal prep simply contact Chris Lipp. The event will be held rain or shine. 



Summer Worship Schedule 

Sunday 9:15 AM (continues through Labor Day weekend) 

 

The worship And Arts Committee has planned summer worship. The lit-

urgies are for the most part a bit more relaxed. We will be using musical 

setting #9 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and the hymns from With 

One Voice. The committee is recruiting musicians from within the con-

gregation to augment the hymns. The jazz quartet will once again lead 

the liturgy and hymns on Sunday, August 10. There are several feast 

days. We will observe: Pentecost (June 8), The Holy Trinity (June 15), 

and Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (June 29). Combined worship has 

proven to improve our relationships within the congregation and helped us welcome new people who visit. 

The Fellowship Committee is planning for a time of fellowship following each liturgy. They are soliciting 

help to provide baked goods, fruit and other items needed for refreshments. A sign-up sheet is available on 

the stand by the office door in the Good Shepherd Room. Consider now what week works better for your 

summer plans and commit to help. Please mark your calendar and adjust your Sunday household schedule 

so that you remain active in our community of faith. 

Fellowship Committee Needs Your Help 

We need help from the congregation on Sundays, beginning May 25 through August 

31.  During this time, there will be only one service at 9:15 a.m. and like last year 

there will be Fellowship with food every Sunday after the service.  We are looking 

for members who are willing to make a breakfast/brunch baked item or a vegetable 

or tray of  fruit.  There will be two members each Sunday from the Fellowship Com-

mittee to help with set-up and clean-up and we invite those bringing food to help 

with set-up or clean-up too.  Many hands make light work!  The food should arrive 

between 8:45 and 9:00 a.m.  There is a sign-up sheet on the stand by the office door in the Good Shepherd 

Room.  Thanks to all for helping with the food for Summer Fellowship!   

Thank you to 
everyone who 
helped at the 
Mother’s Day 
Bake sale to 

benefit   
Mpuguso  
Lutheran  
Church!   

Everything 
was  

delicious! 
$1960 was 
donated on 

the day of the 
Bake Sale! 

Church Dedication  in Tanzania 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Traditional and Contemporary 
At the Worship and Arts meeting last month time was given over to discuss the version of the Lord’s Prayer 
we use at St. Paul’s. The language that we employ in worship strives to be reverent, authentic and add to the 
beauty of our life together. Pastor Reep revealed that this is the first parish where he did not pivot from the 
Old English language version to use contemporary English. He did not make the change because there were 
so many other aspects of congregational life that needed attention. Time has passed. Realizing the blessing 
of children in our midst for worship, children’s sermons, education, Tuesday Create, and catechetical in-
struction, it is time to pivot and begin learning and using the words of the prayer in modern English. This 
version is more closely aligned with the Gospel of St. Luke (11:2-4). This is not new to us as we have at 
various times sung the “Our Father.” The musical setting used for more than 50 years in our Lutheran Wor-
ship books has utilized contemporary English. In planning summer worship, we will begin singing the text 
as part of the Sunday liturgy. Included is the contemporary English. It was suggested that we might begin to 
incorporate it with our daily devotion.  
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

With One Voice Hymnal for summer 

Following Trinity Sunday, the blue worship book With One Voice will be placed 

in the pews. Along with it there will be a service folder containing the liturgy, 

texts and music to be used for much of the summer. Worshipers will locate the 

hymns in the blue book using the numbers printed in the weekly bulletin and 

placed on the hymn number boards at the front of the church nave. We are trying 

this for the summer. It may work, it may not. The hope is that we can reduce 

printing costs and recycling associated with the Sunday Worship folder. Yes, 

worshipers will receive a weekly bulletin. It will contain the hymn numbers, 

Prayer of the Day, appointed Psalm, those who are serving, and pertinent an-

nouncements. The readings will appear on the back cover just as they always do.  

That portion worshipers may take home (think bulletin cover). The hymns will be sung out of the book. The 

service folders will remain with the blue book and be used week after week. The Worship and Arts Com-

mittee recommended this as one way to be better stewards. It may take us a week or two to reacquaint our-

selves with using an actual book during Sunday worship. 

Jazz Quartet 
Sunday, August 10 

 9:15am 
Blaze Fogle, piano 

Sawyer Zimmer, percussion 
Connor Landis, bass 

Michael West, trumpet 



St. Paul’s Men 

LWR celebrating 80 years of service 

Personal Care kits 

The Men of St. Paul’s invite you to participate in colleting items needed for Luther-

an World Relief Personal Care kits. The plan is to collect individual items over the 

summer months and assemble the kits on the first Sunday in September. Bins will 

be placed on the front pews of the church nave. Each bin will be clearly marked so 

that you may place items needed into the correct bin. At intervals throughout the summer the care kit items will 

be tallied, and you will be informed as to where we are falling short and what is needed so that on September 

7th, we will have enough of each item to prepare and pack kits ready to be delivered to the collection point in 

Maryland. By keeping the items in the front pews, it will give visual witness to the ongoing need and the well-

spring of generosity amongst our members. What follows is the list of items needed. Please place them on your 

shopping list and begin to seek out the best products at the best price point. When you find a good source for 

items, share the information with those sitting around you in worship or during the coffee hour to follow. In 

advance thank you for your time, generosity and support of this project. 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT 

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended. Be sure to 

shop for light- or medium-weight towels, which are easier for Kit recipients to hand wash and air dry, take up 

less storage space and are considerably less expensive than the fluffier towels we may prefer to use. 

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping 

ONE adult-size toothbrush in it’s original packaging. Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an indi-

vidual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap. 

ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging 

ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging 

• Please provide new items only. 

• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s name. 

• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the 

armed forces, including camouflage.  

• All items should be new and in good condition.  

Jackson Elementary Student-of the Month Celebration 
The “St. Paul’s Super Scoopers,” as Dr. Mortenson, Jackson Elementary School’s psychologist, affectionately 
refers to our team, provided for and served the final ice cream social of this school year.  Some 40 students 
were honored as designated students-of-the-month, while Sandy Dickensheets, Jennifer Ports, Ken Hinkle, 
Jim Bennett, and Nancy Bennett shared in this important celebration.  Social Ministries looks forward to part-
nering with Jackson in the future.   (We are in need of someone to chair the Social Ministry Committee.) 

St Paul’s is collecting clothing for Union Lutheran Church’s Clothing Ministry and your 
help is requested.  Union collects ‘gently used’ clothing (and shoes) for its clothing closet 
and offers it free of charge to needy families in the York City community. A bin has 
been placed in the Good Shepherd room to collect any clothing you would like to donate. 
These donations will surely be a blessing to our neighbors.  Union’s volunteers are very 
appreciative of our cooperation and our help. If you have large donations you may take 
them directly to Union Lutheran Church.  Simply call them to arrange a time. 

St. Paul’s Book Club meets once a month on Thursday afternoons from 3:00-4:00 PM at 
the church. Come join anytime. We like to read and we like to talk about books.  
Upcoming dates and books are…. 
June 19th – When We Had Wings by Ariel Lawhon 
July 24th - The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 



A Partnership Between Local Churches & LifePath Thrift Stores  

Please remember to donate your no longer needed items to LifePath Thrift 
Stores.  The stores then return a portion of the value of these items in the 
form of gift cards to your church to help those directly in your care. 

How Does the Partnership Work? 

Individuals or families donate their gently used items to LifePath Thrift 
Stores (formerly York Rescue Mission).  Three locations:  2414 Eastern Boulevard, 283 West Market 
Street, and 241 Pauline Drive. 

The LifePath Thrift Stores employee serving them will ask the name of their church.  (St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 25 W Springettsbury Ave, York).  We need to be specific as there are multiple St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Churches. 

Donors are still able to take advantage of the tax-deduction with every gift to LifePath Thrift Stores. 

St. Paul’s is signed up to partner with LifePath.  Please keep LifePath in mind when you are cleaning out/
decluttering. Visit LifePathYork.org for additional information. 

STANDING UP FOR THOSE IN NEED. 

Many of us enjoyed the Sunday School presen-

tation by Tracey DePasquale, director of 

LAMPa, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in 

Pennsylvania, last month. We were inspired to 

continue our feeding ministry and to find oth-

er ways to advocate for the neighbors that we serve.  

LAMPa’s mission statement states “In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ, we advocate for wise and 

just public policies in Pennsylvania that promote the common good. Mission & Ministry - LAMPa  LAM-

Pa is part of the ELCA, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, of which St. Paul’s belongs. The ELCA 

also has an advocacy office in Washington, DC Advocacy, where advocates are leading church members 

across the nation to advocate on the federal level. 

Please consider checking out these two websites to see how you can help through advocacy for state and fed-

eral food funding for our pantry shoppers as well as other issues that you are led to support. When you do so, 

share personal information about St. Paul’s ministry and your involvement.  

2025 Flower Chart 

The 2025 flower chart is posted on the Springettsbury vestibule bulletin board. The cost 
of the flowers is $35 per vase. You are welcome to sign up to provide one or both vases. 
After you have signed up, simply make a check payable to St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
and mark it altar flowers. This is a great way to honor someone, celebrate a milestone in 
life, or remember a loved one. The flowers may be taken home with you at the conclu-
sion of the 10:30 AM liturgy or you may have them given to someone who is sick, shut 
it, or hospitalized. If you wish, you can contact the office to reserve a date, and to provide all of the correct 
information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin. 

“Vintage” Members (80 and over) with birthdays in June: Betsy Smith, 
Peggy LeCates, Byron Le Cates, Harold Sargeant.  Birthdays in July: 
George Fitch, Phil Wysocki and Irmgard Nicolaysen 
 

Sending Happy Birthday wishes and hoping you have a happy and 
healthy year ahead from your family at St. Paul’s.  

https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/about/mission-ministry/
https://www.elca.org/our-work/publicly-engaged-church/advocacy


July 20-24 Baskets of Grace Vacation Bible School 
 
The Christian Education Committee is planning for VBS!  It is time to register children 

for Bible school week at St. Paul’s. Baskets of Grace weaves together 5 Bible stories in-

volving baskets and how they were used to make a way forward to save and rescue God’s 

people. One of the crafts during the week will involve weaving your own basket. For 

those who desire it, a simple supper will be ready for hungry participants at 5:30 PM. We 

simply ask that you check the days you would like to have a meal. The story, activity and craft portion is held from 

6:00 – 7:30 PM. VBS is designed for children age 3 through grade 6. Registration closes in May. If you are so in-

clined to help with this year’s program please contact the church office. Thank you for your support, prayers and 

encouragement as preparations are made for Baskets of Grace.     

The congregation approved the installation and of new doors for the Springettsbury 

Ave. entrance. Donations towards the expense can be made in honor or in memory of 

a loved one, in celebration of a life event or in recognition of an accomplishment. 

Simply utilize a “Special” white color envelope in the pew rack, mark it “Doors” and 

include a desired sentiment. The list of contributors will be utilized when we have 

completed the project and have a dedication scheduled for mid-summer.  As of this 

printing, we have received 3 designated gifts. 



St. Paul’s Women’s Group  

The St. Paul’s Women’s Group is excited to be planning upcoming events for 
this summer and fall!  

On June 19 at 2:00, there will be a meeting for all those interested in crochet-
ing scarves for the food pantry. We will use this time for planning and demon-
strations. No experience needed! If you are planning on attending, please con-
tact Alexis Heistand. If you are interested in helping with this initiative but are 
unable to attend the meeting, please reach out to Alexis.  

Mark your calendars for a flower picking event at Terra Farms on Saturday, September 13! If you would like 
to carpool, a group will be meeting at St. Paul’s at 9:00 AM to travel to the farm together. If you prefer to 
drive on your own, we will arrive at Terra Farms at 9:30. This event is anticipated to last about 3 hours. The 
rain date for this event will be Saturday, September 20. 

If you love theater, mark your calendars for the weekend of October 17 to attend The Lion, The Witch, and 
the Wardrobe at TAFE! As the fall nears, we will be selecting a show date and time.  

The Women’s Group is also excited to begin the process of brainstorming and planning a retreat for 2026. If 
you have interest in working on planning this event, please contact Patty Snyder or Alexis Heistand.  

Confirmation Instruction 

Proposed schedule and time for the 2025/26 academic year 
 

The desire to include all potential students in catechetical instruction means 

that each year we review what has been done and rethink how instruction 

might be provided for the next group of students. The program is geared for students in grades 7 and 8. A 

few years ago, we moved the instructional period into the Sunday morning rotation as many students had 

younger siblings who were participating in Sunday school. This permitted families to make one trip to St. 

Paul’s. While it is not the ideal situation for the pastor and an instructional assistant, it made for better family 

life for the students.  

Looking ahead, it seems that scheduling the confirmation ministry later in the day on Sunday may be most 

beneficial for maximum participation. The 30 hours of instructional time would be spread out over an eight-

week session in the fall of 2025 (early October through late November) and a seven-week session in the win-

ter (early January through late February).  Currently sessions would occur from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. This sched-

ule provides ample time for instruction, activity and a closing worship component. When held on Sunday 

morning we often needed to forgo the activity and worship component. Those aspects of the program help 

tremendously in keeping things lively. 

If you have children entering the 7th grade in September, or if you know someone who has a potential stu-

dent for the catechetical program at St. Paul’s please have them contact the church office and enroll them. If 

for some reason the proposed schedule for the 2025/26 year is not workable for your family also let the of-

fice know ASAP so that alternate plans can be considered. 

You Could be a Bridge of Hope Neighbor 
We are in the process of getting ready to support a new homeless family 

on a journey of hope. Come learn about how you might be part of a 
neighboring community here at St. Paul’s Church. Even if you are not 
sure we welcome you to learn and prayerfully consider if God is calling 

you to be a neighbor to someone new. Call Pastor Snyder (717-880-0350) with any questions and to discuss 
Bridge of Hope. Watch for news about a new opportunity this fall.  



Web Page  
Please sign on to www.stpaulsyork.org 
and check out our webpage.  There are 
great pictures in the Gallery and on the 
slideshow.  You will find the monthly 
newsletter in color, weekly bulletins, 
monthly calendar and a link to Face-
book, the Sunday service on YouTube 
and opportunities to give electronical-
ly.  Hopefully, you will find the 
webpage helpful and refer to it often.      

Where Help is Needed 

There are times when people ask how they can help, or what they can do. There are 

many tasks that are associated with public worship. Those are the most familiar 

areas of Christian service for the upbuilding of the congregation. However, there 

are many others.  

We need to train Eucharist Ministers. These are persons who take the conse-

crated bread and wine from the Sunday Eucharist to members who physi-

cally can no longer get to St. Paul’s on Sunday morning. We have had 

many members take an active part in this ministry prior to the pandemic. 

That is when this ministry came to a sudden stop.  

We need a person to chair the Social Ministry Committee. This role entails forming a group of compassionate 

outward looking individuals to provide oversight and create pathways in areas of service towards our neigh-

bors, those next doors, down the street or around the world. The Food Pantry falls under Social Ministry. So 

do things like Jackson Elementary School, LWR, The World Hunger Appeal, LAMPA, Bridge of Hope. The 

chairperson does not do all the work simply helps to keep us all connected and helps to facilitate any new 

ways that we, as Christian people, might wish to serve our neighbors. 

We need people willing to serve on the Stewardship Committee. The Committee has strong support with two 

members of Congregation Council and the Pastor serving. The committee is responsible for an annual appeal. 

This is more than raising financial resources. This helps us as Christian people to examine how we utilize the 

gift of time, talent and money. All three are important for the up building of the congregation and for extend-

ing the gracious reign of God. 

Stewardship Planning Underway 2025/26 
Christian stewardship is a vital part of a life of faith. “Where your treasure is 

there will your heart be also.” The Stewardship Committee prays that your heart 

is deeply rooted in Christ Jesus and his love and mercy for you and for all peo-

ple. It is no coincidence that the biblical witness is rich with stories about faith, 

generosity, blessing and life. As we look ahead to the fall of this year the Sunday 

scripture texts highlight many different aspects of faith and the way stewardship 

is connected to it; give up possessions and take up the cross, Jesus looking for the 

lost and welcoming sinners, faithfulness in little things, the rich man and poor 

Lazarus, faith the size of a mustard seed, a leper who gives thanks, a widow de-

manding justice from the judge, and prayers of a pharisee and a tax collector. 

With each story there is a story about stewardship. We are currently at work 

planning educational events to highlight aspects of each story. The congregation is encouraged to increase in 

financial giving and in the giving of time and talent to meet the needs of our growing community. The care 

and planning of the Stewardship Committee will assist us during the stewardship emphasis this fall.  

July 15th 

http://www.stpaulsyork.org


Pantry News: We began participating in a program called Healthy Pantry Initiative provided by Central 
Penn Food Bank and funding by Feeding America. Through this program we are receiving training on how 
to help our shoppers make healthy food choices at our pantry and in their lives We are providing recipes, 
educational handouts and other reminders. We received grant money to purchase two large white boards 
where we will post much of the healthy eating ideas.  

Food Pantry Needs: 1 lb bags of RICE. The variety of food we get from our main sources, York County 
Food Bank and Central Penn Food Bank is reduced due to federal cuts. Put your donations in the shopping 
cart in the Good Shepherd Room. 

The pantry continues to need:  

•Plastic and paper grocery bags 

•Peanut butter 

•Monetary donations can be placed in a “special” envelope marked “Pantry”. 

Volunteers on: Tuesday (distribution day), Thursdays (food delivery days) and 
some Sundays (pantry stocking days)  Contact Teresa Rohrbaugh or Patty Snyder or the church office (717
-843-8155) with questions. 

The “Pantry Grocery Cart” in the Good Shepherd Room is for bags and food donations only.  

Watch the Rev's, Help the Pantry! 
 
The York Revolution season has begun! Last year a group of volun-
teers working the Rev's games raised over $2200 for our food pan-
try.  This year we're looking for about 12 volunteers who are willing 
to work one or two 4 hour shifts a month. The work is easy - check-
ing tickets, applying wristbands and monitoring gates in the catered 
areas.  For every shift completed, each volunteer receives 4 free 
vouchers for future games and the pantry receives money from the 
Rev's.  Volunteers must be at least 16 years of age. 
 

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions, please contact at Jennifer Ports at 443-310-0897 or 
jleigh36@gmail.com 

Please remember to notify Pastor Reep of any life events, illnesses, joys 
or concerns.   
Call the office 717-843-8155 or email st.paulsyork@comcast.net 
 

Information regarding hospital/rehab/nursing home visits  
by Pastor Reep 

 

Please be aware that due to HIPPA rules even though the hospital and 
medical institutions ask you what church you belong to when you are 
admitted they are unable to call Pastor Reep to notify him that you have 

been admitted!  Please call or have a family member call to give this information to the office or to Pastor.   
Thank you. 

Summer Giving:  Please remain faithful 
with your weekly offering throughout this 
Summer Season.  Thank you. 

mailto:jleigh36@gmail.com




May was a busy but fun month for the Preschool.  The preschool staff was 
treated to a luncheon, cookies, and gift cards for Teacher Appreciation Week 
from the Preschool Parent Group.  We would like to extend our gratitude for 
the special recognition.  We would also like to express our thanks and appre-
ciation to the parents and members of the congregation who participated in 
the sandwich fundraiser. The fundraiser was a huge success and the pre-

school raised over $1,000 for the children. The money is used to replace damaged toys and buy new ones. 

  Another highlight during the month was our combined Preschool program.  The parents and families filled 
the church and the children enjoyed singing their classroom songs.  A special “Thank You” to Pastor Reep 
who led the students in their Chapel songs and prayers.  After the program, the preschool families enjoyed a 
carnival complete with games, light refreshments and face painting.  

 There will be Preschool Playdates held on June 11th, July 9th and August 6th from 9:30-11:00am for our pre-
school students and new/perspective students.  The children will enjoy a craft, story time, songs and a small 
snack.  As the school year comes to an end, the Preschool Staff would like to thank all of the staff and volun-
teers who have supported the Preschool ministry. We wish you a happy, safe and healthy summer.  

We are still accepting registrations for the 2025/26 year and the staff is eagerly preparing for the year ahead. 

The Preschool Staff would like to thank all of the staff and volunteers who have supported the Preschool min-
istry. We wish you a happy, safe and healthy summer.  

The Preschool Staff  

We are still accepting registrations and the staff is eagerly preparing for 
the 2025-2026 school year. If you know anyone interested in our Pre-
school, please have them contact us at 717-854-1996.  
• Large, bright, modern classrooms 
• Weekly Chapel Time 
• Outdoor Playground and capacious indoor space for large motor skill 

development 
• Enrichment programs 
• Over 60 years of service to the community 

For 2025/26 Year! 
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Thank you to all who helped  

to get this newsletter out this month!   
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