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Lessons & Carols with Holy Communion

10:30 AM
Sunday, December 22, 10:30 AM

PRELUDE Unexpected and Mysterious David Lasky
Stand
CONFESSION

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, [ therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spir-
it.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, it is our duty and delight to rejoice in the message of the prophets and angels, that the
long awaited Messiah shall come. Therefore let us hear the loving purposes of God through the Holy
Scriptures, poetry and prose, heralding the glorious redemption brought us by this Promised Child; and
let us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise.

FIRST READING Exodus 19:1-9
'On the third new moon after the lsraelltes had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, they
came into the wilderness of Sinai. “They had Journeyed from Rephidim, enteled the wilderness of Sinai,
and camped in the wilderness; Isracl camped there in front of the mountain. *Then Moses went up to
God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the Tsraelites: *You have seen what [ did to the Egyptlans and how 1 bore you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to myself *Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant you shall be my
treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a

riestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the
LORD had commanded him. ®The people all answered as one: "Everythmg that the LORD has spoken
we will do." Moses repmted the words of the people to the LORD. *Then the LORD said to Moses, "l
am going to come to you in a dense cloud, in order that the people may hear when | speak with you and
so trust you ever after.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




ENTRANCE HYMN Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending (ELW 435)
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you,

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray...Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance of our sins and make us
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
SECOND READING Isaiah 9:2-6
* The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.



*For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders.
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
*For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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THIRD READING Isaiah 11:1-9

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
“The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear:
‘but with righteousness he shall judge the poor. and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
_strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
“Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.



*The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

"The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lic down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

¥The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.

*They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

The Word of the Lord. ~ Thanks be to God.
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FOURTH READING Isaiah 40:1-5
'Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
*Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.

*A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

*Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

>Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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FIFTH READING Micah 5:2-5a
* But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come

forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
*Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest
of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.



“*And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the
LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;

*and he shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SIXTH READING Luke 1:26-38
*In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, “"to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The vir%in's name was Mary. **And
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." “’But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob for-
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a
virgin?" *The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. **And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. *'For nothing will be impossible with God." **Then Mary said, "Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Stand

SEVENTH READING Luke 1:39-55
**In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, *where she en-
tered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *' When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit *“and exclaimed with a loud cry,
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. *’ And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? **For as soon as [ heard the sound of your greeting, the

child in my womb leaped for joy. **And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord."

* And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment

of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
“ And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
“"and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
*for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
“for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
*"His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
*'He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
3he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
*'He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
“according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



HYMN Filled with Hope and Gratitude (ACS 907) 1. Choir; 2,3, & 4 All
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PRAYERS

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

A brief silence.

O God, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of other traditions and
religions. Root us in the radical message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice,
peace, and love in the world. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

0O God, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense of care for the
wildlife in our communities ({ocal preserves, parks, or sanctuaries may be named). Form us into faith-
tul stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

O God, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things.
Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored.
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

O God, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward increasing daylight, remind us that even
in the deepest nights, you are with us. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened,
anxious, depressed, and ill (especially). Lord, in your merey,

receive our prayer.

O God, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in discerning future
ministry and open their hearts to your message of hope and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.




Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those who have died
(especially), we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Sit
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS Chancel Choir Come, Lord Jesus Oliver Tarney
Stand
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in the midst of you,

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of the
ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from vou.

Through him you created all things, and in him you take delight.

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.

He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.

It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his
hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of
the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This 1s my blood poured out for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before you, giving you thanks
that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

And we ask you:

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen

PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen,
Sit
COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL
Holy Communion at St. Paul’s Church is “open”™ to all believers who trust that the Risen Christ is pre-
sent for his people in the Holy Eucharist.
Procedure for receiving Communion:
1.Come to communion using the center aisle.
2.Take a communion glass from the tray of glasses.
3. Make your way (o the chancel step.
4. The ministers will bring the host and wine to you. There is no need to hurry.
3. Place the used cup in an empty tray located on a credence table at the side aisle.
6. Return o your pew using the side aisle.

Stand
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and bleod of our Lord Jesus Clrist strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Almighty, God, in the Eucharist you cleanse us from our sins and prepare us for the com-
ing of your Son. Make us ready always to welcome Him into our hearts as we receive your Holy Sacra-
ment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Bless you now and forever. Amen




RINGING IN OF CHRISTMAS

HYMN Joy to the World (ELW 267)
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
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sing, and  heav’'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
Jjoy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Toccata on Antioch Craig Phillips

The altar flowers are presented to the Glory of God
In Loving Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Melvin E. Lanning by
daughter, Mrs. Richard Ault & Family




