


St. Paul's Lutheran Church
25 W. Springettsbury Ave., York, PA 17403
Church Office 717-843-8155 www.stpaulsyork.org
Email: st.paulsyork@comcast.net www.stpaulspreschoolyork.com
Facebook: St. Paul's Lutheran Church York PA on Springettsbury & George
YouTube: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - South George St. York

WELCOME Thank you for being with us.

We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America) and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and
people of little or no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation for 188
years. By worshipping with us today, you become part of that living tradition.

Offerings Offerings are received during the liturgy. They are pre-
sented along with gifts of bread and wine at the altar. You may E . E
also donate via our website at www.stpaulsyork.org or use the QR .
Code provided.
L
n

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room

(Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex (George St). Baby changing

stations are provided in these restrooms as well as in the nursery E
which is accessed through the double doors front right. .

Lutheran Church in York, PA - St.

The Nursery is accessed through the front right double doors. The Paul's Lutharai.. .

liturgy is live-streamed into the Nursery. Parents are asked to stay
with their children. Quiet activities are also available in the Nar-
thex for infant through preschool children to use with an adult.

An AED/Defibrillator unit is located in the Good Shepherd room. It is placed on the wall left side
of the Springettsbury door exit.

stpaulsyork.org

Parents, please do accompany your child to the restroom during the liturgy and wait with them.
This is a way for us to practice good safety protocol within our building.

BULLETIN AND NEWSLETTER EMAIL ISSUES: Due to restrictions being put on the
number of recipients we can email at one time and the size of the email itself we are no
longer able to send out the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter via email. If you would
like to see a copy of the bulletin please go to our website www.stpaulsyork.org and click on
“Bulletins” and “Newsletter” in the upper right hand corner.

STAFF

Pastor Rev. Stanley Reep  [st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer  [kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net
Organist, Choir Director  |Victor Fields Vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Children Choirs Director [Julianna Jones jjones.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Bell Choirs Director Leah McComas Imccomas.stpaulsyork@gmail.com
Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Sexton Ted Weikert tweikert.stpaulsyork@gmail.com
Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com




Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 22, 2024
Holy Communion 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Musical Setting #4 Evangelical Lutheran Worship

TEMPLE TALK Joyful Givers Sharing Abundantly

Stand turning to face the Baptismal Font

CONFESSION
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one stand-
ing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help us to order our lives
by your wisdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Jeremiah 11:18-20 (back cover)
PSALM Psalm 54 sung unaccompanied Cantor/congregation
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! Save me, O God, | by your name;*
in your might, de- | fend my cause.
? Hear my | prayer, O God;*
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
? For the arrogant have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,*
those who have no re- | gard for God.
4 Behold, God | is my helper;*
it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life.
> Render evil to those who | spy on me;*
in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
S I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice*
and praise your name, O LoRbp, for | it is good.
’ For you have rescued me from | every trouble,*
and my eye has seen the ruin | of my foes.

SECOND READING James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a (back cover)

Stand
VERSE Sung by all
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37 (back cover)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion of the Gospel.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON Pastor Reep
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin

Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
A brief silence.
Loving God, instill in the church a spirit of humility and curiosity. We pray especially
for ministries of hospitality and faith formation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Curb our habits of overuse, and guide us toward more sustainable sources of energy,
food, and water. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Encourage peace among peoples, tribes, and nations; heal divisions in our country and
local communities, that together we might cooperate for the good of all. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer (especially). Transform economic, po-
litical, and social systems that oppress vulnerable people, especially systems of struc-
tural racism and generational poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Help us to see where you are calling us to live the gospel promise; assure us that even
as change brings loss, it also brings hope and life with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Grant peace to all who have died, console those who mourn, and at the last, gather us
around your heavenly throne. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Sit
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS
8:00 AM Do This in Remembrance of Me Dale Wood
10:30 AM Handbell Choir Jesus and His Love  arr. Ben Tucker
Stand
OFFERTORY
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Praise God, from Whom all bless-ings flow; Praise Him, all crea-tures here be-low;
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Praise Him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; Praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho-ly Ghost! A-men.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen




DIALOGUE Sung by Pastor and congregation
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE The preface appropriate to the day is sung.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Sung by all.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of
the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the
good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to
share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in
light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



FRACTION RITE a brief silence is kept

AGNUS DEI Sung by all.

0 & . .
P A ITY } | I | | ! I ! | | N f
oA
5 (/X v P! = [7) &

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
n “ I } I
)" A ITN N M I 1 I 1 I 1 N I N N
GE ot . T
J F—— 2 — { & — -

us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
Dty 1 =
(O te 5 ¢ g 0 € P 0 F
J T T T y —

mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 & . .
A . TV z | ! : N | | N I
éx E F 1 | {1 o 1 1 ! 4 I 1 I

o | = P (710 r. P 1 1
DI | b 1] bt (7] P [ 8]

J l I — ®

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

Sit

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL
Holy Communion at St. Paul’s Church is “open” to all believers who trust that the
Risen Christ is present for his people in the Holy Eucharist.

Procedure for receiving Communion:

1.Come to communion using the center aisle.

2.Take a communion glass from the tray of glasses.

3.Take your place along the chancel step.

4.The ministers will bring the host and wine to you.

5.Place the used cup in an empty tray located on a credence table at the side aisle.
6.Return to your pew using the side aisle.



COMMUNION HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father ( ELW 781)
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Bless you now and forever. Amen

HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) next page
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Sinfonia Daniel Gawthrop

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies



Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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Serving the Lord with Gladness

DATE |TIME |(Assisting [Crucifer |Lector |Live Greeters Ushers Altar Guild
Minister Stream
9/22 |8:00 |Harold  |Ken Hin- |Bob Bob & Connie |Team 1E:Jeff Riese, John Monk, |Melissa & Tim
AM Sargeant |kle Reed Reed Alex Bastian Yakim
10:30 |Tonya Larry Peggy |Allen Carl & Peggy (Team 1L: Dave Kopp, Carol Janet Fitch,
AM Cave Moore |Jacobs [Reep Jacobs Woodbury, Darren Smith

Sunday, September 22

This Week at St. Paul’s

Wednesday, September 25

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 10:00 AM  Preschool & Pastor—Nave
9:15 AM Sunday School for all ages 10:30 AM  Bible Study—Christ Hall
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist- Live-Stream Thursday, September 26

Handbells 10:00 AM  Preschool & Pastor—Nave
3:00 PM Cottage Meeting 6:30 PM Handbell Choir—Nave
6:30 PM AA Meeting—Christ Hall 7:30 PM Chancel Choir—Choir Room
7:00 PM Cottage Meeting Sunday, September 29

Monday, September 23 St. Michael & All Angels

7:00 PM Mutual Ministry 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, September 24 9:15 AM Sunday School for all ages
9:30 AM Pantry 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist- Live-Stream
6:00 PM Create—Preschool thru Grade 6 3:00 PM Cottage Meetings

6:00 PM Property Commitee 6:30 PM AA Meeting—Christ Halll

We thank Rev. William Snyder for Presiding today at the 10:30 AM liturgy.

Food Pantry News—We need PEANUT BUTTER! Please put your donations in the shopping
cart in the Good Shepherd Room. We are always in need of paper grocery bags with handles and
plastic bags. Money donations are gratefully accepted. Please place cash or check in a “special”
envelope marked “Pantry”. Volunteers are also needed for a variety of tasks. Contact Patty
Snyder, Ken Hinkle Teresa Rohrbaugh or the church office (717-843-8155) to volunteer.

We continue to collect clothing in support of Union Lutheran Church, W. Market Street, with
their clothing closet. There is a collection bin in the Good Shepherd Room. If you have a large
number of items to donate you can take them directly to Union Lutheran Church, simply call them
for details.

Altar Care—Now that we have returned to two liturgies please note that 8:00 AM Altar Guild
will only need to clean up and reset for the 10:30 AM Liturgy. The set up for the 8:00 AM litur-
gy will take place on Thursday evening. This permits the 8:00 AM group to simply come in time
for the liturgy.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Religious education resumed last week with classes for all ages. A complete listing is
included in the September/October issue of the Our Church newsletter. This includes
catechetical instruction. .

Music and Create—Age 3 through Grade 6

We began last Tuesday evening, 6:00 PM—7:15 PM

Welcome back to Music and Create! Please come and enjoy making rat and music
with your friends. We are looking forward to this opportunity for our families with
young children to engage in music and art while also having the opportunity to con-
nect with other families. The program is designed for children ages 3 through grade
6. We divide the children into two age groups, age 3 through grade 1 and grade 2
Saturday October 19, 2024 (

: ; o> VLA ‘
Make your reservations through the church office. ? = HARV]: S %
October 19" is the Harvest Dinner and Auction to ben- f DIN NER &14
efit the ongoing work and needs of the Food Pantry.

The cost of the dinner is $125 per person. This includes the wine and beer pairings, a
delicious gourmet meal, dessert, and the entertaining interactions as members and

friends try to outbid one another for the original artwork and hand crafted items. And
please remember there are 24 fabulous silent auction items!

Harvest Dinner o) M RN

For families within the congregation there is a parallel track available that evening
providing childcare, dinner (a kid friendly menu) and activities for your child or chil-
dren age 3 and up. Their part of the evening will be held on the upper level in the
Youth Room. Advise the church office if you desire this for your child when you
make your reservations. There is no charge for your child. The hope is that more of
our St. Paul’s families with younger children will be able to participate in the event
and support the work of the Food Pantry.

The altar flowers are presented to the Glory of God
In recognition of the 55th Anniversary of Ordination of the Rev.
George W. Fitch and in grateful appreciation of his faithful service
to Christ and his Church by the Church Council.

There are dates open for altar flower sponsors in October and November.
Please sign up on the sheet on the Springettsbury entrance bulletin board
and fill out the sentiment sheet. One vase is $35.00



Joyful Givers Sharing Abundantly A

Stewardship Event — Cottage Meetings in September NS & A
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The congregation’s stewardship emphasis is featured during :

the month of September. The theme picks up on the Joyful Cottage Meetmgs

nature of giving and sharing out of abundance. The mission

trip to Tanzania in June permitted many of us to witness the joyful spirit of sisters and
brothers at Mpuguso church giving and sharing. They did so out of their abundance.
Their abundance however looks very different from the abundance, affluence, and eco-
nomic advantage that we experience at home in York.

Cheerful is the biblical word most associated with giving of our first fruits. St. Paul ad-
dressed the early church at Corinth and reminded the congregation in his second letter
that givers make up their minds to give. It doesn’t just happen. It is an intentional
thoughtful act. The stewardship cottage meetings are scheduled for that reason, so that
we can gather together as members of a faith community, receive stewardship materi-
als, and then with intentional thought take action to share abundantly for the up-
building of the church and her mission to the world.

In September you will be glven the opportunity to meet together in a small group cot-
tage meeting. When you receive your invitation via email (for those who do not have an
email address the invitation will be sent US mail), do adjust your calendar to attend, do
notify the host family of your intention to participate, do pray that the Holy Spirit will
increase in us the spirit of generosity so that on October 6, 2024, Commitment Sunday,

Adult Education Continues this fall

Christ Hall

Sunday morning adult education is offered at 9:15 AM in Christ Hall. The fall of the
year is divided into three sections with two intergenerational events. The first session
is “Living the Liturgy” and concludes on October 6. The second session is “Living the
Catechism” and draws upon Luther’s Small Catechism. It will be led by Pastor
Snyder. The third session is “Living the Gospel of Luke” and draws upon themes used
by the evangelist. It will be led by Pastor Reep. The intergenerational events will facil-
itate the men and women of the congregation meeting to encourage a men’s group and
to reactivate a women’s group. Chris Lipp and Alexis Heistand will be on hand to help
guide those sessions. And because of the overwhelming positive response to the Jesse
Tree Story event we have placed it back on the calendar! Pastor Reep will guide us
through the story of salvation made known through the Old and New Testaments.

First Session “Living the Liturgy” Pastor Reep (Meets in Christ Hall)
October 6 Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer, Fraction, Distribution, Sending

Christ in Our Home booklets for Oct-Dec are available at the nave entryways
and the Springettsbury entrance.



Proper 20 B, 2024 Jeremiah 11:18-20 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a Mark 9:30-37

In the life of a congregation there are always members who are astonished, confused, and
upset by the actions taken to move the faith community forward. During these Sunday afternoons
and evenings of cottage meetings I have been privy to some such responses. What is usually off the
radar of those who are astonished, confused, and upset are a group of elected leaders, congregation
council members, who linger in the background. They are working out the logistics of how to make
a way forward when things are going smoothly and when difficult situations arise. They aren’t bet-
ter than others in the faith community, simply set apart for specific tasks. As pastor, [ am one
among those leaders who is often the subject of the astonishing, confusing and upsetting actions
that have occurred.

Leadership either provides for a way forward allowing for a future or permits the status quo
to dominate and the people often languish. Jeremiah is frustrated by the dominate attitudes and ac-
tions of the people of Israel. They have more than drifted from God; they have actually embraced
the culture and religious norms that are in direct opposition with the covenant that God made with
them. Now that Jeremiah has spoken out against them they are astonished, confused and upset.
They think that the prophet is out of touch. The prophet wants the Lord God to bring retribution
upon them. Such retribution would support the prophet’s words. At this point in the story, it is hard
for the people or for Jeremiah to imagine, comprehend, or understand how God is at work making a
way forward, providing a future.

We have witnessed the crowds reacting to the ministry of Jesus in the region around Gali-
lee. Jesus is making a way forward. Some in that region are astonished at what Jesus is doing.
Some of them are confused by what Jesus is doing. Some of them are even upset by his actions.
And while all of this is going on there are twelve disciples lingering in the background. This is rec-
orded in the first part of the Gospel of St. Mark. Last week we reached a turning point with Jesus
asking the disciples straight out “who do you say that I am?” This morning Jesus is moving the dis-
ciples and us forward. He tells them again what will happen as they move from the beautiful place,
Galilee, where Jesus called them, to the city Jerusalem, where he will be betrayed into human
hands, and be killed, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.

Along the way, the disciples have been keeping their eyes open. They have seen what Jesus
can do. The list is getting rather lengthy. By chapter 9, blind eyes have been opened. Sick people
have been made well. The hungry were fed. Jesus chose the disciples to follow and to join him on
the journey. Now Jesus is focusing on them. They begin to think that it is their time to bask in all of
the greatness that is surrounding Jesus. The healing, and feeding, and making whole witnessed by
the crowds, now Jesus has directed his attention on them. It was inevitable that they would begin to
think that they had something over the rest of the crowds. If they were “in,” then of course one or
more of them would be just a little bit better, greater, more advanced, than some others who were
called to tag along.

One of the disciples must have been bold enough to put himself out there as the greatest,
best, first, favorite. Image this after last week when we heard Jesus’ rebuke of Peter. Peter had been



in that position but after his encounter with Jesus, I think it rather bold to even bring up who is
first. But they argued just the same about who was indeed the greatest. They kept walking until
they reached Capernaum. They miss the point of the things that Jesus is doing and asking. They
somehow think that it’s about them. Which one among them is the greatest? When asked about
their discussion along the road, the disciples fell silent. I think that the disciples really did hear
Jesus when he brought up the primary role servant hood plays in his realm. But before they had
a chance to seek clarity on serving, Jesus propels the story with the important part that follows.
Jesus takes a child, places the child among them, and embraces the child. Then he says,
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me wel-
comes not me but the one who sent me.”

Children did not have any status in Bible times. Unfortunately they were thought less of
than women were at that time. Children didn’t count, were not given a place, let alone be seen as
having worth or value. Jesus is communicating something really important about greatness to
the twelve. He is communicating something about leadership and making a way forward. Lead-
ership has everything to do with servanthood. And servanthood is bound to bring astonishment,
confusion and upset. Servant hood is not about title, fame, appreciation, attention, or status. In
Baptism we are welcomed into the community of faith. We are embraced by Christ and are giv-
en a place at his table, a life to be lived in love, an identity as heir of his kingdom, and a promise
that is equal for all who believe and call upon him to be saved. The disciples on that day as they
traveled to Capernaum thought for sure that at least one among them was the greatest, that one
of them must be a little bit more important, a little more worthy than were his counterparts. It is
such thinking that often leads to astonishment, confusion, and upset.

Sentiments such as these are far too common. They plague nations, politicians, church-
es, pastors, community organizations, athletes, musicians, physicians, educators, entertainers,
news anchors, school boards, law enforcement, accountants, attorneys, CEOs and all whose prej-
udices blind them from reaching out to those who have no status, place, or position. Often I am
silent because I know all too well that I have not lived fully into my baptismal calling. It is easy
for me, for us to slip into the mindset of the inner group of the twelve. Easy for us to begin to
think more highly of ourselves than what it is that we bring to the table. We forget that disciple-
ship is the work that Jesus calls us to, so that everyone arrives together at God’s promised desti-
nation. Through disciples like you and me, God is at work making a way forward.

Today, it is Christ Jesus who welcomes us, who calls us to His table of love and for-
giveness. We are given position and status only through the One who was willing to suffer for
our sake. There is only one who is the greatest and that is Christ Jesus. All of us are called to
follow, to serve, and to love, as we travel the road to Jerusalem. Along the way some will be
astonished, some will be confused, while others will be upset. Each of us is needed, each of us is
redeemed, and each of us is loved, because Christ made the trip to Jerusalem, to suffer and die
and to be raised up, so that through him we have life and salvation. This is the journey to which
we have been called through Christ Jesus. Leadership has servant hood as its trademark. Along
the way we welcome children and all who lack position or title. That is what our Lord models as
he makes a way forward permitting us to arrive together at the promised destination. Amen.



Sunday, September 22, 2024

18th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20

It was the LorD who made it known to me,
and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the
living,
so that his name will no longer be
remembered!”
*But you, O Lorbp of hosts, who judge
righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

or Wisdom 1:16—2:1, 12-22 [not printed]
Psalm 54

SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3,
7-8a

Who is wise and understanding among you?
Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. "But
if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to
the truth. ¥Such wisdom does not come down
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.
'For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of
every kind. '"But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a
trace of partiality or hypocrisy. "*And a harvest

of righteousness is sown in peace for those
who make peace.

"IThose conflicts and disputes among you,
where do they come from? Do they not come
from your cravings that are at war within you?
*You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not
ask. *You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on
your pleasures. ‘Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. *Draw near to God, and he will draw near
to you.

GCOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed
through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it; *'for he was teaching his disciples,

‘saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be be-

trayed into human hands, and they will kill
him, and three days after being killed, he
will rise again.” *But they did not understand
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

#Then they came to Capernaum; and when
he was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing about on the way?” *'But
they were silent, for on the way they had ar-
gued with one another who was the greatest.
%He sat down, called the twelve, and said to
them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last
of all and servant of all.” *Then he took a lit-
tle child and put it among them; and taking it
in his arms, he said to them, ¥“Whoever wel-
comes one such child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not
me but the one who sent me.”

Next Sunday's Readings: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50.
Cover: Serious child by Jose Luis Pelaez Inc. Copyright © 2022 Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by permission.

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States. Revised Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our website at

www.augsburgfortress.org.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A.

Tracks 1 and 2
ELCA-R



