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Mission Trip - Mpuguso Lutheran Church, Tukuyu, Tanzania 

June 10-22, 2024 

The mission team continues to gather in preparation for the summer 

journey to Tanzania. On March 6 they finalized the list of mission 

travelers, confirmed the large pieces of the itinerary, and estab-

lished the need to meet with a level of frequency to strengthen rela-

tionships with one another as they prepare for departure, June 10. 

Those traveling from St. Paul’s are: Cameron and Maggie Dicker-

son, Tristan and Jessica Ericson and their children Ezra and Iris, 

Laura Uffelman-Ferree, Steve and Sue Heistand, Scott and Nicki 

Herdson and their children Anna, Paul and Drew, Keith and Chris-

tine Kates, Kass Keleta, Jaclyn Kinkella, Tina Llorente, Elizabeth Uffelman-Mitchell, Pastor Reep and 

Emily and Allen, and Cheryl Reifsteck.  

At the April 17th afternoon session mission goals were shared and ranged from good health while travel-

ing to safe return to St. Paul’s and York. But in between those goals were others highlighting the spiritu-

al dimension, the desire to learn from sisters and brothers at Mpuguso Church and the Konde Diocese, 

experience firsthand their culture, and identify ways to strengthen relationships in their work and mis-

sion together in Christ Jesus. Also included was the desire to have fun, hiking, exploring and enjoying a 

completely new and unique country. None of the mission travelers has been to Tanzania.  

Already new relationships have formed with another Lutheran congregation in USA, Gloria Dei Luther-

an Church, Olympia, WA. They contacted St. Paul’s travelers to see if they could provide transport for 

some much needed lap top computers for the computer lab and Manow Lutheran Junior Seminary. Nan-

cy Winters, member of Gloria Dei Church, has taught many times at the school in Tanzania and her con-

gregation supports students in preparing for the English language exam needed to enter Form One (what 

we would consider Junior High School). She has passed along valuable information from a basic packing 

list, what to take and what to leave behind, to being sensitive to cultural norms that vary differently from 

what is experienced in USA. And they have become more connected to Deacon April Trout, ELCA and 

Synod representative to Konde Diocese. She met with the mission group at a planning meeting held in 

November of 2023. Deacon April has provided enormously to the overall cohesiveness of the trip. She 

has arranged for components of the trip that the international travel agency could not provide due to the 

rural geographic setting of St. Paul’s sister congregation. Currently she is working with the Bishop of the 

Konde Diocese and his staff to shape the daily itinerary while the group is in Tukuyu. 

Deacon April inquired of Pastor Reep about the group of travelers assuming that they are all involved 

with the congregation’s mission committee. As it turns out, more of them participate in the Handbell 

Choir than any other area of ministry at St. Paul’s! So Deacon April suggested that they consider ringing 

an anthem or two while in Tukuyu as part of the Sunday Service on June 16. Cameron Dickerson, mem-



ber of the group of travelers, sent out an inquiry among congregations in local community to see if any 

might have a set of Tone Chimes (handbells would be too heavy, expensive and cumbersome to pack) that 

they might wish to donate or sell at a reasonable rate (a new two octave set of Tone Chimes lists at 

$1,200). The idea of course would be for the travelers to learn an anthem or two to play at the corner stone 

laying celebration and then present the Mpuguso congregation with a set of Tone Chimes for use in their 

future music ministry. 

Those who will be representing St. Paul’s have taken on great expense and have set aside a great deal of 

time. Three of the mission travelers are retired, seven are students, and 14 are working. Medical insurance 

does not cover the cost of the vaccines needed to enter Tanzania. The average cost associated is about 

$300 per person. Another cost is for the Visa need to enter the country it is $100 per person. The Women 

of St. Paul’s graciously provided the necessary funds to cover trip cancelation insurance. Funds that ex-

ceeded the insurance are being used as scholarships to assist travelers for whom this trip could not other-

wise be possible. Donations from members of the congregation are also being used for this purpose. And 

you may remember from the Annual Meeting of the Congregation last November that a grant from the 

Benevolence Fund provided $1,000 to assist each participant. All of these resources are being used in sup-

port of this mission trip.  

This is the largest group of travelers from USA and the ELCA that the Konde Diocese has ever received. 

This is an enormous undertaking for them. The hope is that any additional gifts given in support of our 

team will be given to the congregation and diocese to off-set expenses associated with transportation and 

meals for our group while they are in Tukuyu. To that end, St. Paul’s own Mpuguso Committee is spon-

soring a Mother’s Day Bake Sale, May 12, to support this effort. More about the bake sale is included in 

this edition of the newsletter. If you would like to help with the bake sale; bake, set up, oversee the sale, 

clean up, or donate financially please contact Martina Uffelman, committee member and Bake Sale Coor-

dinator. 

What have not been shared are the long term implications of this trip on the St. Paul’s congregation. 

Deepening the Christian fellowship of 24 members of any faith community is an astounding feat. But to 

deepen them through international travel, shared experience, learning first-hand the joys and struggles of 

sisters and brothers, and returning to communicate within the congregation and synod is sure to reap 

bountifully for everyone. The monetary cost associated with this mission trip will pale in comparison to 

the relationships formed; ministry opportunities created and sustained, and renewed commitment to the 

Gospel of Christ Jesus and his love, forgiveness and hope proclaimed for all people. This mission trip is a 

mile stone for the congregation and for Pastor Reep who will complete his 20th year of service to St. 

Paul’s Church on July 31! Please do pray for those going on the mission trip and for those receiving them 

in Tanzania. Help with the congregation’s efforts to support this trip. And continue to share with others 

the good news of the work and mission being made known through our Lord, Christ Jesus.  

Mother's Day Geranium Sale The Auxiliary to SpiriTrust Lutheran of 
York is holding its annual Mother’s Day Geranium Sale to benefit the resi-
dents of Kelly Drive and Sprenkle Drive Villages. Geraniums are available 
in red, white and salmon at a cost of $5.00 per plant. Please contact Jen-
nifer Ports at 443- 310-0897 or jleigh36@gmail.com to place an order. 
Checks should be made payable to “Auxiliary to SpiriTrust Lutheran” and 
must be received by Wednesday, May 1. The flowers will be delivered to 
your home unless you make arrangements to obtain them St. Paul's be-
tween 10:15 and 10:30 on Saturday May 11th. Please see the order form on the bulletin board at the Springetts-
bury entrance for more information.    

mailto:jleigh36@gmail.com


R&K Sub Fundraiser for St. Paul’s Preschool 
Order subs and pretzel sandwiches to help support the preschool!  The 

money raised will be used for additional programs, updating materials and sup-
plies for our students.  Order forms will be in the Sunday bulletin April 7th.  
Please make checks out to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Preschool or provide cash 
in exact change. Turn in orders to the church office by April 19. All sandwiches 
may be picked up on Tuesday, May 7 from 11:30-12 noon or 6-30 PM in the 
Good Shepard room.  



Spring is in full swing at the Preschool. The staff and children are looking for-
ward to warmer weather and outdoor adventures.  In the month of March, we 
talked about weather and if March came in or went out like a Lamb or a Li-
on.  We also celebrated Dr. Seuss’s Birthday and Read Across America Week 
with books like, The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham and Red Fish Blue 
Fish.  The preschool families and staff donated over 60 books for children in 

need at Bell Socialization Services.  At the end of March, the teachers talked about Easter and all things spring.  

  We will have Preschool Sunday on April, 21st.  Please join us in welcoming our Preschool families to the 
church.  The children will perform the songs they have learned from Pastor Reep during Chapel Time.  Immedi-
ately following the church service, we will host an Open House and invite the congregational members and pre-
school families to stay for a bagged lunch.  Following lunch, church members may take a tour of the preschool 
rooms.  

  The Preschool will also hold a sandwich and sub fundraiser in April.  The sandwiches will be delivered in 
May.  All orders must be prepaid.  If you are interested in placing an order, please contact the preschool or look 
for a flyer in the church bulletin.     

  As we look towards May, we will begin thinking about insects, flowers and the beach.  The Preschool children 
will also participate in an end of the year program on May 20th followed by an end of the year carnival hosted 
by our Parent Group.  

  We also opened registration for the 2024-2025 school year for our current and new preschool families. If you 
know anyone interested in our Preschool, please have them contact us at 717-854-1996.  

  Happy Spring,  

  The Preschool Staff  



Congregation Council Highlights 
The Congregation Council along with committee chairpersons gathered in re-

treat on Saturday, March 9, from 8:00 – 11:30 AM in Christ Hall. President 

Nicki Herdson provided a time of devotion and prayer centering on the theme 

“Good Enough.” Following devotions the group enjoyed brunch and began the 

work assigned for the day. Those gathered were divided into small groups. The 

small groups responded to a list of prepared questions ranging from “How was it that you become involved in 

the life of St. Paul’s Church” to “What is the most meaningful aspect of our life together in Christ Jesus.” Af-

ter being given ample time to listen empathetically to one another, teammate’s collated responses, organized 

them by themes and ranked them from most similar responses to ones that were only identified once or twice. 

Then the teams presented their findings to the entire group. Thematic similarities were easily identified 

among the five groups. Each group also identified some things that were unique. From the day we identified 

the importance of the centrality of Christ Jesus to our life together, our core commitments, basic Lutheran 

teaching and identity, Christology, ministry areas that we support and began to have a clearer picture and 

knowledge of who we are as God’s people. The specifics of the day will be used to shape areas of ministry led 

by our committee chairpersons, enliven our annual meeting in November, and support the Congregation 

Council as they work through monthly agendas. There was one business matter that came before the council 

regarding a sandwich sale to benefit the preschool. The motion was approved. The meeting concluded with 

closing prayer by Darren Smith, Vice President, and the meeting/retreat concluded. Most everyone stayed to 

lend a hand with cleaning up, washing dishes, and leaving the space in good condition for Sunday morning. 

The Mpuguso Committee is sponsoring an elegant bake sale in 

time for Mother’s Day, Sunday May 12.  We are seeking volun-

teers to bake some of their most elegant desserts, cakes, pies, 

tarts and cookies to have available following the liturgies on 

May 12. For some in the congregation you may remember the 

decade of “Cookie Walks” where we solicited help in preparing 

and donating cookies for the walk which was held in the month 

of December. We are now seeking your best desserts. Think 

Great British Baking Show if you need a reference or examples 

of what we are seeking. The fund raising efforts are for the pur-

pose of providing financial support to offset the costs to the 

Mpuguso congregation and the Konde Diocese while our 24 

mission travelers are there this June. If you are willing to prepare a dessert or two for this special elegant 

bake sale please sign up on the bulletin board in the Springettsbury lobby, the clip board provided at the be-

ginning of worship, or call Martina Uffelman. Desserts should be brought to the church at the Springettsbury 

entrance on Saturday,  May 11th from 9:00-11:00AM. Please do volunteer to bake and please do plan to pur-

chase your special elegant Mother’s Day dessert on May 12 at St. Paul’s. 

Desserts for Mom 
To Benefit Mission Trip 

Please remember to notify Pastor Reep of any life events, illnesses, 
joys or concerns.   
Call the office 717-843-8155 or email st.paulsyork@comcast.net 
 

Information regarding hospital/rehab/nursing home visits  
by Pastor Reep 

 

Please be aware that due to HIPPA rules even though the hospital 
and medical institutions ask you what church you belong to when 

you are admitted they are unable to call Pastor Reep to notify him that you have been admitted!  Please call 
or have a family call to give this information to the office or to Pastor.  Thank you. 



 

Musical events at St. Paul’s 

 
 

Come and share the glorious gift of music throughout April and May with your attendance at 
the following concert programs.  St. Paul’s is fortunate to host three choir concerts and an 
organ and piano duo concert during April and May. 
 

 
Sunday, April 7 York County Seniors Honors Choir concert 3:00pm 
The York County Senior Honors Choir represents York County’s most talented high school musicians and 
singers in this all-auditioned choir.  
 
Sunday, April 14 York College concert   3:00pm 
York College Chorale and Chamber Singers under the direction of Dr. Grace Muzzo present a concert filled 
with music for voices, piano 4 hands and organ. 
 

 
 
Sunday, April 28 The Arsenal Duo (organ and piano) concert 3:00pm 
Pittsburgh musicians Nathan Carterette (piano) and Edward Alan Moore (organ) have joined forces as The 
Arsenal Duo, presenting concerts that unite their respective instruments in a unique and spectacular fashion. 
They draw from a diverse repertoire, including works originally for piano and orchestra; works original to 
piano and organ; their own transcriptions; and solo offerings.     Sponsored by York Chapter AGO  

 
Sunday, May 5   High School Choirs concert   3:00pm  
 

Come hear the best select singers from Central York High School, West York High School, and Red Lion 
High School in a combined choral concert presentation. 

The Hospitality Team will be needed for all of these events!  Please contact the office 
to let us know if you can help out. 



Food Pantry News—We need CANNED SOUPS! Please put your donations in the 
shopping cart in the Good Shepherd Room. We are always in need of paper grocery 
bags with handles and plastic bags. Money donations are gratefully accepted as well. 
Please place cash or check in a “special” envelope marked “Pantry”. Volunteers are 
needed: Tuesday mornings to help our neighbors shop, some Sundays to stock shelves 
and some Thursday mornings to receive deliveries. Contact Patty Snyder, Ken Hinkle , 

Teresa Rohrbaugh or the church office (717-843-8155) to volunteer. 

What’s New in the Pantry?  
During March we had representatives from Central Penn Food Bank (CPFB) in Harrisburg come to talk to our 
neighbors about enrolling in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (formally food stamps). 
Those who qualify for SNAP benefits can shop in regular grocery stores which offers more variety and is more 
dignified than going to a pantry. The staff from CPFB in Harrisburg were able to talk to all of the shoppers who 
came over a two-week period. They gave out information about how to apply and offered their phone numbers 
for further assistance. We appreciate the partnership and support we receive from CPFB.  

York Revolution tickets for you - Income for the food pantry! 
 
Last year a group of volunteers raised over $2,200 for SpirTrust Auxiliary by 
volunteering at the Rev's games.  This year, all money raised will go to our food 
pantry but we need volunteers!  We need a group of at least 12 volunteers who 
are willing to work a couple 4 hour shifts each month. The work is easy - check-
ing tickets and applying wristbands to guests in the catering areas.  Volunteers 
can sit down while doing this and must be at least 16 years of age.  As a volunteer, you will receive 4 free 
vouchers for future games for every shift you complete.     
 

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions, please call Jennifer Ports 443-310-0897. 

Welcome New Members! 
On Palm Sunday, March 24, we welcomed new members (from left to right) Scott, Elea-
nor, &  Justine Donaldson; Geoffrey Simon & Sarah Morgan, Joe & Jennifer Guarriello. 



Confirmation Program -Youth Room  
May 5, 10:30AM      Confirmation Sunday  

(for those who have completed the two year 

program)   

Web Page  
Please sign on to 
www.stpaulsyork.org and 
check out our 
webpage.  There are great 
pictures in the Gallery and on 

the slideshow.  You will find the monthly news-
letter in color, weekly bulletins, monthly calen-
dar and a link to Facebook, the Sunday service 
on YouTube and opportunities to give electroni-
cally.  Hopefully, you will find the new webpage 
helpful and refer to it often.      

April 15 

Children’s Sermons Summer 2024 
 Last year, during the sabbatical time provided for Pastor 
Reep, children’s sermons were provided each Sunday morning throughout 
the summer by members of the congregation. Then, the Congregation 
Council was identifying ways in which the sabbatical time was also one of 
renewal for us as a church family. We are glad that Pastor Reep is back 
with us this summer, but we are hoping that you will consider using your 
talent to strengthen the congregation again this year. It was great to have 
such a wide variety of styles and approaches as we made space for the chil-
dren during worship. Please consider presenting a children’s sermon on a 
Sunday morning during the summer. We are blessed to have families who 
faithfully bring their children to worship each week. A sign-up sheet at-
tached to a clip board is located on the table in the Good Shepherd Room. Simply sign your name on the week 
you select. The themes and Biblical texts for each week are listed on the sign-up sheet. In advance, thank you 
for your time and consideration. 

Additional Up-Coming Events/activities  

at St. Paul’s  Church 
 

York County Senior Honors Choir 

Sunday, April 7, 3:00 PM 
 

York College Choir 

Sunday, April 14, 3:00 PM 
 

Children’s Easter play “Lazarus, Come Out!” 

Preschool Sunday & 60th Anniversary of the preschool 

Sunday, April 21, 10:30 AM, Luncheon to follow  
 

Recital, Organ and Piano 

Sunday, April 28, 3:00 PM 
 

Rite of Confirmation 

Sunday, May 5, 10:30 AM, Reception to follow 
 

Ascension Day Service 

Thursday, May 9, 7:00 PM 
 

Mother’s Day Mpuguso Bake Sale 

Sunday, May 12, before and after liturgies 
 

Feast of Pentecost 

Sunday, May 19, 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

Summer Worship Schedule begins with 

Trinity Sunday, May 26, combined liturgy at 9:15 AM 
 

Send off for Mission Trip Travelers to Mpuguso 

Sunday June 9, 9:15 AM, Reception to follow 
 

Welcome Back Mission Travelers 

Sunday June 23, 9:15 AM, Reception to follow 

http://www.stpaulsyork.org


Sunday Morning Classes 9:15-10:15 AM 
 
April 7 & 14 children will be preparing for the Easter Play - Lazarus, Come Out! They will 
be acting, singing and having fun learning about the important story from John chapter 11. 

April 21 is our Easter Play, and children should come at normal Sunday school time for a 
rehearsal prior to the 10:30 AM production. 

April 28, May 5 and May 12 we will be doing a joint Sunday school lesson amongst all grade 
levels. We will meet in Christ Hall to sing, read stories and do activities, while learning about the Easter story 
from three  Gospel’s perspectives. 

 

Ezra - “I like Sunday School because I like the stories”. 
Iris - “I like Sunday School because I like to play with the playdough and other toys”. 
 

April 12th - Family Game Night, from 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Bring your favorite games to play with the group and 
pizza will be provided for dinner. 
    

Prayer Bracelets K-2 made to remember who to pray for. 
Red - Family 
Orange - Teachers 
Yellow - Helpers 
Green - Friends 
Blue - Pets/Animals 
Purple - People who teach us how to pray 
Extra colors - All the people you love 

Sr High Youth Fellowship grades 9 through 12     
Lazer Tag  
Sunday, April 7th 
3:00 pm  
Lazer Alleys 
3905 E Market Street, York 
 
 
Please let Miss Kelly know if you plan on attending. 

Jr High Youth Fellowship grades 7 and 8  
Bowling and Pizza 
Sunday, April 14th 
3:00 pm 
Suburban Bowlerama  
1945 S Queen Street, York 
 
 
Please let Miss Kelly know if you plan on attending 
 



Wednesday Bible Study 10:30AM 
We meet on Wednesdays, 10:30 AM in Christ Hall.  The format is simple. We study the 
up-coming Sunday readings. This helps you prepare for worship and helps Pastor Reep 
prepare the sermon. Please do come. Bring a Bible if you have an edition that you par-
ticularly like or one in which you like to make notes. Otherwise there are plenty of cop-
ies in Christ Hall.  

Three Intergenerational classes 
Sundays, April 28, May 5 & 12 
9:15 AM Christ Hall 
 The Christian Education committee has planned for three intergenerational classes to be 

held on April 28, May 5 & 12. The classes will be held in Christ Hall and will be led by Pastor Reep. We 

will dig into the Easter resurrection stories from the different evangelists. We will have heard the story 

from the perspective of Mark on Easter Sunday but what about the accounts from Matthew, Luke and John. 

If you participated in the Jesse Tree Sunday at the beginning of Advent then you are sure to be engaged 

with these three class sessions. Plan now to attend and know that you are going to be asked to take an ac-

tive part in the class as the stories are told and retold. The plan is for us to conclude the education year as a 

Christian family, young and old together, focused on the good news of the resurrection. Do come!  

Intergenerational  Sunday Morning Classes 

Children’s musical 
Sunday, April 21 at the 10:30 AM liturgy 
In conjunction with Preschool Sunday 
 Rehearsals are well under way. The children are learning the story of 

Lazarus from the 11th chapter of the Gospel of St. John. This is a resurrection story 

and is fitting for the Easter season. The children are having fun learning songs, add-

ing movement, and committing the biblical text to memory. They have had fun creating some of the props 

needed for the play during the Tuesday evening Create sessions. But now it is time for us to get the word 

out, invite friends and neighbors and show our support for the children of the congregation as they present 

the Bible story to us during worship on Sunday April 21. On that day we will also hear from our preschool 

children as they sings songs (mostly Psalm paraphrases of Psalms; 1, 5, 23, and 46) and tell in their own 

fashion a big part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Do come and plan to visit preschool classrooms, meet the 

teaching staff and enjoy a brown bag lunch! It will be a day of Easter delight as we rejoice in the resurrec-

tion and the Good News that Christ is Risen! 

Music and Create  
Music and Create  
Age 3 through Grade 6 
Tuesday evenings, 6pm to 7:15pm                            
 
In April the children and youth will continue preparing for the Eastertide 
play that will be performed on Preschool Sunday, April 21st.  The children have been enjoying learning the 
songs and their speaking parts along with painting and creating the props for the play.  They will continue to 
do this in the beginning of April and end the month with special Earth Day activities and art projects.   

Christian Education Week Day Opportunities 

Lazarus, Come Out! - An Eastertide Play/Musical for Children 



A Partnership Between Local Churches & LifePath Thrift Stores  

Please remember to donate your no longer needed items to LifePath Thrift 
Stores.  The stores then return a portion of the value of these items in the 
form of gift cards to your church to help those directly in your care. 

How Does the Partnership Work? 
 Individuals or families donate their gently used items to LifePath Thrift Stores (formerly York Rescue 

Mission).  Three locations:  2414 Eastern Boulevard, 283 West Market Street, and 241 Pauline 
Drive. 

The LifePath Thrift Stores employee serving them will ask the name of their church.  (St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church, 25 W Springettsbury Ave, York).  We need to be specific as there are multiple St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Churches. 

Donors are still able to take advantage of the tax-deduction with every gift to LifePath Thrift Stores. 
St. Paul’s is signed up to partner with LifePath.  Please keep LifePath in mind when you are cleaning out/
decluttering. Visit LifePathYork.org for additional information. 

Volunteer Opportunity                                                                 

Counters Wanted: Be part of one of the teams of four that count 
Sunday offering on Tuesday Mornings at 8:30 am. Training will be 
provided.  

St. Paul’s needs additional counters for count teams. Ideally counters 
serve one Tuesday per month. Counting normally takes one to one and a half hours. . There is a clear proce-
dure followed with everything being double counted with results compared to prevent errors. 

If you would prefer to make a lesser commitment, you can volunteer to be part of the substitute list. For ad-
ditional information call Dottie Moore 717-741-1321 or Bob Reed 717-654-3421. 

Please prayerfully consider helping out in this important ministry. God’s work. Our hands. 

St. Paul’s Recycler’s – Recycling Opportunities 
Please be sure to  look on the Springettsbury Bulletin Board for flyers and 
information sheets. 
If you have any questions about any of these organizations and what they 
collect, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 717-880-5208 or eljones2@comcast.net.  - Earline Jones 

St Paul’s is collecting clothing for Union Lutheran Church’s Clothing Ministry and 
your help is requested.  Union collects ‘gently used’ clothing (and shoes) for its cloth-
ing closet and offers it free of charge to needy families in the York City community. A 
bin has been placed in the Good Shepherd room to collect any clothing you would like 
to donate. These donations will surely be a blessing to our neighbors.  Union’s volun-
teers are very appreciative of our cooperation and our help.  

2024 Flower Chart 
The 2024 flower chart is posted on the Springettsbury vestibule bulletin board. The 
cost of the flowers is $35 per vase. You are welcome to sign up to provide one or 
both vases. After you have signed up, simply make a check payable to St. Paul's Lu-
theran Church and mark it altar flowers. This is a great way to honor someone, cele-
brate a milestone in life, or remember a loved one. The flowers may be taken home 
with you at the conclusion of the 10:30 AM liturgy or you may have them given to 

someone who is sick, shut it, or hospitalized. If you wish, you can contact the office to reserve a date, and to 
provide all of the correct information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin. 
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Thank you to all who helped  

to get this newsletter out this month!   
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