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Sunday of the Passion—Palm Sunday
March 24,2024 9:15 a.m.

PRELUDE In Majesty Resplendent Malcolm Wilson

Handbells, Brass Quintet, and Organ

Michael West, Trumpet Amelia Reep, French Horn Trenton Geesey, Trombone
Andrew Jones, Trumpet Richard Auen, Tuba

PALM PROCESSION ACCLAMATION

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna to the Son of David.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with
joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life ever-
lasting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: John 12:12-16

">The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming
to Jerusalem. ’So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
"Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!"
"Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:
"*"Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's
colt!"
"®His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him.

THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed
us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jeru-
salem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who scat-
tered their garments and branches of palm in his path.

We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may
ever hail him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

Please raise your branches. The branches are sprinkled with water.



3

HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344)
The Congregation joins in the procession retuning to their pews via the side aisles.
Refrain
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3 The mul - G - wde  of pil - grims with palms be - fore  you went;
1 To vou, be - fore vour pas - sion, thcy sang their hymns of  praisc.
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now in  the Lord's name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - 4 - tion and  all mor - rals  in cho - rus make re - ply
our praise and prayer and  an - thems bc - fore you we  pre - sent
To  you, now high eox - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we  raise.
great  au - thor  of all  good - ness, (3 good and  gra- cious King.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take our
flesh upon him and to suffer death on the cross. Grant that we may share in his obedi-
ence to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection; through your Son, Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

Sit

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
READING  Philippians 2:5-11  back cover
HOMILY Pastor Reep
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK

14: 1-9 'It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread.
The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and
kill him; *for they said, "Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the

eople."
E)While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke
open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. “But some were there who said to
one another in anger, "Why was the ointment wasted in this way? *For this ointment
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to
the poor." And they scolded her. *But Jesus said, "Let her alone; why do you trouble
her? She has performed a good service for me. "For you always have the poor with
you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not al-
ways have me. *She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand
for its burial. *Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole
world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her."

What Wondrous Love (ELW 666) stanzas 1 & 2
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14:10-25 '"Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in
order to betray him to them. ''When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and prom-
ised to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.
20n the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disci-
ples said to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat
the Passover?" "*So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a
man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, '“and wherever he enters, say to
the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where [ may eat the
Passover with my disciples?' '’He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for us there." '°So the disciples set out and went to the city, and
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.
"When it was evening, he came with the twelve. '*And when they had taken their places
and were eating, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating
with me." "They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, "Surely, not
17" *°He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl
with me. *'For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born."
*2While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it
to them, and said, "Take; this is my body." **Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. **He said to them, "This is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many. *Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."

Around You, O Lord Jesus (ELW 468) stanzas 1 & 2
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14:26-42 **When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Ol-
ives. >’ And Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters; for it is written,

'T will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.'

**But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." *’Peter said to him, "Even

though all become deserters, I will not." *°Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this

day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three

times." >'But he said vehemently, "Even though I must die with you, I will not deny
ou." And all of them said the same.

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here
while I pray." **He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be dis-
tressed and agitated. **And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; re-
main here, and keep awake." >>And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. **He said,
"Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what
I want, but what you want." 3"He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,
"Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? “"Keep awake and
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak." >’ And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. “’And
once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and
they did not know what to say to him. *'He came a third time and said to them, "Are
you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. “*Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at
hand."

Stay with Me (ELW 348) Choir introduces then congregation sings twice

0 |
=S e

Stay with  me, re - main here with me, watch and
o r—— o P P o 4 . »
o | ® o o 1 i
Yo o b e e o e o —"
77— 1 i 9] 9] 1 o—1
T T T 14 14 T 14 T T I
N
/. { {
4— —
e rxT
pray. Watch and pray.
——— - o o
F— z B .
AL S i } 4




7

14:43—15:5 “Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, ar-
rived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders. **Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will
kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." *So when he came, he went
up to him at once and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. **Then they laid hands on him and
arrested him. *’But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of
the high priest, cutting off his ear. *Then Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? *Day after day I was with you
in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be ful-

filled." *°All of them deserted him and fled.

> A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They
caught hold of him, **but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

>They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes
were assembled. **Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the
high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. *>Now the
chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him
to death; but they found none. *°For many gave false testimony against him, and their
testimony did not agree. >’Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, say-

ing, **We heard him say, 'T will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three
days I will build another, not made with hands.' *But even on this point their testimony
did not agree. ““Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Have you
no answer? What is it that they testify against you?" °'But he was silent and did not an-
swer. Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed
One?" *Jesus said, "I am; and

'you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of the Power,'

and 'coming with the clouds of heaven."

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses? **You
have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?" All of them condemned him as de-
serving death. “*Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to
him, "Prophesy!" The guards also took him over and beat him.

6While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest
came by. ““When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, "You also
were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth." “®But he denied it, saying, "I do not know or
understand what you are talking about." And he went out into the forecourt. Then the
cock crowed. ®’And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders,
"This man is one of them." "’But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystand-
ers again said to Peter, "Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean." "'But he
began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know this man you are talking

about." ">At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered
that Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times."
And he broke down and wept.
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'As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate. *Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" He an-
swered him, "You say so." *Then the chief priests accused him of many

things. *Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See how many charges
they bring against you." *But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was

amazed.
Go to Dark Gethsemane (ELW 347) stanzas 1 & 2
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15:6-32 “Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for
whom they asked. "Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who
had committed murder during the insurrection. *So the crowd came and began to
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. *Then he answered them, "Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" '°For he realized that it was
out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. ''But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. '*Pilate spoke
to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King
of the Jews?" *They shouted back, "Crucify him!" *Pilate asked them, "Why,
what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" 13S0 Pilate,
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,
he handed him over to be crucified.

'®Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor's
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. '’ And they clothed him
in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on

him. '®And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" "They struck his
head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. “’After mock-
ing him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him out to crucify him.
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*IThey compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross;
it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. **Then they brought Jesus
to the place called Golgotha (which means the Place of a skull). Z*And they offered him
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. “*And they crucified him, and divided
his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. **The inscription of the
charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." ’And with him they crucified two
bandits, one on his right and one on his left.

*Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, **save yourself, and come down
from the cross!" *'In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking him among themselves and saying, "He saved others; he cannot save him-
self. **Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we
may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

Stand Ah, Holy Jesus (ELW 349) stanzas 1&2
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15:33-47 **When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the af-
ternoon. >*At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

3*When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Eli-

jah." **And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it
to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him

down." *'Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. **And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. **Now when the centurion, who stood fac-
ing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's
Son!"*There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salo-

me. *' These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and
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there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.
*When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day be-
fore the sabbath, *J oseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was
also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. **Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and sum-
moning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. *When
he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. *°Then
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth,
and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against
the door of the tomb. *’"Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the
body was laid.

Silence follows the reading.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.
A brief silence.
O God, equip us, our synod, and other ministry organizations to proclaim your extrava-
gant love for all. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Restore dignity to those who are scorned and persecuted for their religious beliefs , and
deliver them from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs
deep (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Watch over all who are incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are un-
justly accused. Be present with those feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful (especially).
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Comfort those who live with chronic illness or other sickness (Especially we pray for)
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that in many ways and through many people your
Holy Spirit gathers us into your Church. We pray for those who have united with us
this day: Joe & Jennifer Guarriello, Sara Morgan & Geoffrey Simon, Scott & Justine
Donaldson Together with them let us discover the length and breadth and height and
depth of your love for us. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied your servant love. As you
came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that every knee would bend in praise to
you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you,

O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
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PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the
tree of the cross gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a tree be overcome.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him

should not perish, but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living
faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes
as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory

is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION A brief silence is kept.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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Continued on next page...
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL

Our Communion is “open” to all believers who trust that the Risen Christ is present

for his people in the Holy Eucharist. We receive communion by intinction today.
1.Come to communion using the center aisle.
2.The Pastor will give the host, communicant dips the host in the chalice
3.Return to your pew using the side aisle.

ORGAN Partita on “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth Joel Martinson

I A Lamb Goes uncomplaining forth
II This Lamb is Christ, our greatest friend
I He answered from his tender heart

I\Y Of death I am no more afraid

Stand

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray (a brief silence).
Heavenly Father, by His death on the cross our Son freed us from the bondage to
sin and death. Watch over your Church, and all who celebrate these Holy Mys-
teries. In this Sacrament, give us food for our journey from death to life. We ask
this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

The people remain standing until the minister and servers exit the nave.
HYMN Abide, O Dearest Jesus (ELW 539) next page

POSTLUDE Epilogue on “ St. Theodulph™ Healey Willan
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
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Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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1 A - bide, O dear - est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav’n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light:
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-tcous Lord:
5 A - bide, O faith-1{ul Sav - jor, a - mong us with your love;
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that ¢ - vil may not harm us nor wc¢ 1o sin give place.

and thus now and here - af -  ter truc peace and joy af - ford.

your truth di - rect and  keep us  from eor - ror's gloom -y night.

let us  in grace and  wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.

grant stead-fast-ness and  help us to  reach our home a - bove.
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Serving the Lord with Gladness

DATE |TIME  [Assisting |Crucifer |Lector |Comm.|Greeters Ushers Acolyte
Minister Assist

3/25 [9:15AM |Jennifer |Christian |[Johanna |Tonya [Dave & Sue Kopp, Tonya  [Teams 1E, 2E, |Paula & Drew
Ports Kopp  |Patterson|Cave [Cave, Sandy Dickensheets |3E - All Call Herdson

This Week at St. Paul’s
Church office open Mon-Thurs 7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 24 Palm Sunday

9:15 AM

6:30 AM

Combined Liturgy
New Members received

AA Meeting—Community Rm
Monday, March 25

7:00PM  York Conference Vespers
Tuesday, March 26

9:30AM  Pantry

6:00PM  NO CREATE
Wednesday March 27

10:30 Bible Study

Thursday, March 28 Maundy Thursday

7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, March 29 Good Friday

7:00 PM Good Friday Service
Saturday, March 30 Holy Saturday
7:00 PM Easter Vigil

Sunday, March 31 Easter Sunday
9:15AM  Combined Service

6:30 AM  AA Meeting—Community Rm




Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday

March 24, 2024

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord Gobp has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
’The Lord Gop has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
°I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gop helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to
shame;
%he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
“It is the Lord Gop who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Psalm 31:9-16

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
%he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of
death—
even death on a cross.

"Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
%0 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the
earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

GOSPEL: Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark
15:1-39 [40-47] not printed)

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
25 W. Springettsbury Ave., York, PA 17403

Church Office 717-843-8155
Email: st.paulsyork@comcast.net

www.stpaulsyork.org
www.stpaulspreschoolyork.com

Facebook: St. Paul's Lutheran Church York PA on Springettsbury & George
YouTube: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - South George St. York

WELCOME Thank you for being with us.



