


Thank you to Rev. George Fitch for serving as our Presiding minister  
and our Preacher this morning. 

 

If you are in need of Pastoral care this week please contact  
Pastors Tom and Judy McKee at 717-848-3419 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
25 W. Springettsbury Ave., York, PA  17403 

Church Office 717-843-8155                                              www.stpaulsyork.org 
Email:  st.paulsyork@comcast.net                                            www.stpaulspreschoolyork.com 

Facebook:  St. Paul's Lutheran Church York PA on Springettsbury & George  
YouTube:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  - South George St. York 

 

WELCOME   Thank you for being with us. 

We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and people of little or 
no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation for 187 years. By worshipping 
with us today, you become part of that living tradition. 

Offerings  Offerings are received during the liturgy.  They are presented along with gifts of bread and 
wine at the altar.  You may also donate via our website at www.stpaulsyork.org 

Postlude  It is our tradition to remain seated for the postlude.  If you need to leave we ask that you do so 
reverently.  This tradition developed as a result of our livestream.  We want anyone viewing to be able 
to listen to the postlude without unnecessary distraction.  Thank you. 

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room (Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex (George 
St). Baby changing stations are provided in these restrooms as well as in the nursery. 

The Nursery is accessed through the front right double doors. The liturgy is live-streamed into the 
Nursery.  Parents are asked to stay with their children.  Quiet activities are also available in the Narthex 
for infant through preschool children to use with an adult. 

The altar flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

STAFF     

Pastor Rev. Stanley Reep prreep.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Organist, Choir Director Victor Fields vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Children Choirs Director Julianna Jones  jjones.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Bell Choirs Director  Leah McComas  lmccomas.stpaulsyork@gmail.com 

Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Sexton Ted Weikert st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com 



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 20, 2023 

Holy Communion   9:15 AM  
 

 
 

PRELUDE O Love, How Deep!  How Broad, How High! C. Hubert H. Parry 
 

Stand  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious promises to those 
who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which overcomes all doubts, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Sit 
CHILDREN’S SERMON     Leah McComas 
 
FIRST READING   Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (back cover) 



 

PSALM  HYMN   Psalm 67  We Worship You, O God of Might (LBW 432)  

SECOND READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 (back cover)  
 

Stand 
VERSE Sung by all 



HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 (back cover) 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the conclusion of the Gospel. 
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 
SERMON      Rev. George Fitch 
 

Stand 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.*  
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and 
newly ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and 
inter-religious endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies, 
seas, and soil, provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware of our 
impact on the environment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority 
to protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, pro-
vide care for military personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they 
have responsibility. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have 
been rejected, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who are persecut-
ed, console the dying, and heal the sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for bap-
tism, marriage, and retirement. Guide our church council and committees in their vision-
ing and ministry, especially our Preschool and Food Pantry. Safeguard those who travel. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors (especially Bernard of 
Clairvaux, whom the church commemorates today). Motivate us by their lives of dedica-
tion to the gospel, until that day when we join with them in our eternal home. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Sit 
OFFERING  Air for Flute Stops  Thomas Arne/arr. R. Purvis  
   

Stand 

OFFERTORY   The gifts of bread and wine and monetary gifts are presented at the altar. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



DIALOGUE   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE The preface appropriate to the day is said. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  Sung by all. 

THANKSGIVING 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; 
 you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
 that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 
 and accomplished our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and death, 
 his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, 
 we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able; 
 and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 
 and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, 
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 
 that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 
 may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 
 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body, 
 and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

FRACTION RITE  A brief silence is kept 
 

AGNUS DEI  Sung by all. 



Sit The pastor cleanses hands and prepares for the distribution of Holy Communion. 
 

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 
          Holy Communion at St. Paul’s Church is “open” to all believers who trust that the Risen 
Christ is present for his people in the Holy Eucharist. 
Procedure for receiving Communion: 

1.Come to communion using the center aisle. 
2.Communion glasses are placed on credence tables at the front pews (left and right side). 
3.Take a communion glass from the tray of glasses. 
4.Take your place along the chancel step. The ministers will bring the bread and wine to you. 
5.Extend your hands to receive the communion host.  
6.Consume the communion host. 
7.Hold the communion glass with both hands at chest height so that the communion assistant 
can easily pour the wine into the glass. 
8.Consume the wine before you leave the chancel edge. 
9.Place the used cup in an empty tray located on a credence table at the side aisle. 
10.Return to your pew using the side aisle. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) next page 
 
Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING       

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  (ELW 886) next page 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Toccata Primi Toni  Einar Traerup Sark 
  

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  

 







This Week at St. Paul’s    
Church Office hours Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm 

Sunday, August 20 
9:15  AM   Holy Eucharist   
10:15 AM  Fellowship—Good Shepherd Rm 
6:30 PM     AA meeting Community Rm 
Monday, August 21 
7:00 PM  Finance Committee—ZOOM 

Tuesday, August 22 
9:30 AM   Food Pantry 
12:30 PM Christian Ed—ZOOM 
6:00 PM   Property Committee 
Sunday, August 27 
9:15  AM   Holy Eucharist   
10:15 AM  Fellowship—Good Shepherd Rm 
6:30 PM     AA meeting Community Rm 

Harvest Dinner Tickets are on sale.  The dinner will be held on Sep-
tember 30, 2023.  Proceeds benefit the Food Pantry.  This year will fea-
ture select regional wines and local microbrews paired with the menu.  
Ticket cost is $100 per person.  Contact the office for tickets. 

Sunday Coffee Hour Donations Requested. If you would willing to help by con-
tributing baked goods, fruits or veggies for Fellowship following any of our Sum-
mer 9:15 AM services simply notify the church office or sign up in the Good 
Shepherd room and we can add you to the schedule. The desire is to have fellow-
ship opportunities following worship each Sunday throughout the summer.  A 
member of the Fellowship Committee will provide oversight for each gathering. 

Mission Trip to Tanzania—Our delegation has been assembled.  We are blessed to have a 
group of 30 representing St. Paul’s as we travel to our sister congregation next June.  If you 
would like to help defray the cost of our delegation please use a special envelope located in the 
pew rack and mark it “Tanzania Trip Donation”.  

Please extend birthday wishes to our August “Vintage” Birthdays:  Dale 
Smith Jr., Elinor Rosenmiller, Ron Riese, Phyllis Winkelstern, David Rambo, 
and Larry Moore. 

Please be sure to check with the church secretary before you schedule your meetings at 
the church.  Call or email the office with your request. 

St Paul’s is collecting clothing for Union Lutheran Church’s Clothing 
Ministry and your help is requested.  Union collects ‘gently used’ clothing 
(and shoes) for its clothing closet and offers it free of charge to needy 
families in the York City community. A bin has been placed in the gather-
ing space of Christ Hall to collect any clothing our members would like to 
donate. These donations will surely be a blessing to our neighbors.  Un-
ion’s volunteers are very appreciative of our cooperation and our help.  
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