


St. Paul's Lutheran Church
25 W. Springettsbury Ave., York, PA 17403
Church Office 717-843-8155 www.stpaulsyork.org
Email: st.paulsyork@comcast.net www.stpaulspreschoolyork.com
Facebook: St. Paul's Lutheran Church York PA on Springettsbury & George
YouTube: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - South George St. York

WELCOME Thank you for being with us.

We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and people of little or
no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation for 187 years. By worshipping
with us today, you become part of that living tradition.

Offerings Offerings are received during the liturgy. They are presented along with gifts of bread and
wine at the altar. You may also donate via our website at www.stpaulsyork.org

Postlude It is our tradition to remain seated for the postlude. If you need to leave we ask that you do so
reverently. This tradition developed as a result of our livestream. We want anyone viewing to be able
to listen to the postlude without unnecessary distraction. Thank you.

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room (Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex (George
St). Baby changing stations are provided in these restrooms as well as in the nursery.

The Nursery is accessed through the front right double doors. The liturgy is live-streamed into the
Nursery. Parents are asked to stay with their children.

Thank you to Rev. Judy McKee for serving as our Presiding minister
and Preacher this morning.

If you are in need of Pastoral care this week please contact
Pastor George Fitch at 717-792-5617

The altar flowers are presented to the Glory of God
by Linda Turner
and in celebration of Jill Striebig’s birthday by her family.

STAFF

Pastor Rev. Stanley Reep  [prreep.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer  [kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net
Organist, Choir Director  |[Victor Fields Vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Children Choirs Director [Julianna Jones jjones.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Bell Choirs Director Leah McComas Imccomas.stpaulsyork@gmail.com
Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Sexton Ted Weikert st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com




Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 30, 2023
Holy Communion 9:15 AM

PRELUDE Pastoral Prelude Jean Langlais

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of
their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. . . O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open
our hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and receive

the gifts of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING

1 Kings 3:5-12

(back cover)




PSALM HYMN

Father of Mercies, in Your Word (LBW 240)
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SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39 (back cover)
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  (back cover)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion of the Gospel.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON Rev. Judy McKee
Stand

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered
and lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. Form your people into disciples. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment,
clean polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed,
and send advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to
discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing
danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any
who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick
(especially name/s). Bed with those who are suffering from excessive heat. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent from our
assembly, including Pastor Reep and his family on sabbatical. Grant safety to travelers and re-
freshment and safety for children attending summer camps or community programs. Give direc-
tion to any experiencing life transitions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us by their
witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who recon-
ciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Sit
OFFERING Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart arr. Jan Sanborn

Stand
OFFERTORY The gifis of bread and wine and monetary gifts are presented at the altar.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE The preface appropriate to the day is said.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Sung by all.
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THANKSGIVING

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will
and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able;
and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine;
that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son
may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION RITE A briefsilence is kept

AGNUS DEI Sung by all.
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Sit The pastor cleanses hands and prepares for the distribution of Holy Communion.

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL
Holy Communion at St. Paul’s Church is “open” to all believers who trust that the Risen
Christ is present for his people in the Holy Eucharist.
Procedure for receiving Communion:
1.Come to communion using the center aisle.
2.Communion glasses are placed on credence tables at the front pews (left and right side).
3.Take a communion glass from the tray of glasses.
4.Take your place along the chancel step. The ministers will bring the bread and wine to you.
5.Extend your hands to receive the communion host.
6.Consume the communion host.
7.Hold the communion glass with both hands at chest height so that the communion assistant
can easily pour the wine into the glass.
8.Consume the wine before you leave the chancel edge.
9.Place the used cup in an empty tray located on a credence table at the side aisle.
10.Return to your pew using the side aisle.

COMMUNION HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Bless you now and forever. Amen.
HYMN Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) Next page
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Fugue Gerald Near
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Webpage Update - Calendars — We now have two calendars on our webpage. The Calendar tab
on the homepage at the top of the page is the monthly calendar you receive with your monthly
“Our Church” newsletter and now in the footer at the bottom of all pages, there is a weekly calen-
dar. The problem we were having was updates were being made during the month to the calen-
dar but our monthly calendar was unable to be updated. The weekly calendar will reflect any
changes Patee makes to the monthly calendar. The weekly calendar can be viewed from any page
on our webpage. All you have to do is scroll down to the bottom of any page and click on the
weekly calendar and scroll down on the calendar to view for the whole week. Hope this will be
helpful!

Mission Trip to Tanzania—Our delegation has been assembled. We are blessed to have a
group of 30 representing St. Paul’s as we travel to our sister congregation next June. If you
would like to help defray the cost of our delegation please use a special envelope located in the
pew rack and mark it “Tanzania Trip Donation”.



Be Thou My Vision
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Test Irish, $th cont.s vers. Eleanor 1L Hull, (8601935, alen Mary B Byrne. [880-193]
Music: SLANE. Irish traditional

Please extend birthday wishes to our August “Vintage” Birthdays: Dale
PP Smith Jr., Elinor Rosenmiller, Ron Riese, Phyllis Winkelstern, David Ram-

m bo, and Larry Moore.




TODAY IS BACKPACK DAY IN CHRIST HALL!

Following today’s service we’ll be packing 125 backpacks for our Food
Pantry clients’ children. We look forward to your help as we prepare these
school supplies just in time for the new schoolyear. It is a blessing to bless
others.

This Week at St. Paul’s

Sunday, July 30 Tuesday, August 1

9:15 AM Holy Eucharist 9:30AM  Food Pantry

10:15 AM Fellowship—Good Shepherd Rm  Sunday, August 6

10: 15 AM Backpack Day—Christ Hall 9:15 AM Holy Eucharist

6:30 PM  AA meeting Community Rm 10:15 AM Fellowship—Good Shepherd Rm

6:30 PM  AA meeting Community Rm

S By&€ i . ¢ Harvest Dinner Tickets are on sale. The dinner will be held on Sep-
e prorie¥ tember 30, 2023. Proceeds benefit the Food Pantry. This year will fea-

o7 R HARV:(E‘ST S S ture select regional wines and local microbrews paired with the menu.

“w, DINNER ¢ Ticket cost is $100 per person. Contact the office for tickets.

Sunday Coffee Hour Donations Requested. If you would willing to help by con-
tributing baked goods, fruits or veggies for Fellowship following any of our Sum-
Qii’fer mer 9:15 AM services simply notify the church office or sign up in the Good
=~ Shepherd room and we can add you to the schedule. The desire is to have fellow-
Worship ship opportunities following worship each Sunday throughout the summer. A
member of the Fellowship Committee will provide oversight for each gathering.

Family Summer Picnic and Adventures at the Park—Families with children and youth.
Tuesday, August 8 John Rudy Park Blue  Spruce Pavilion

5:30 — Family Picnic ~ 6:00 — 7:00 — Story, Camp Songs and Family activity.

Join us for the last picnic adventure. Each family is asked to bring their own picnic dinner to en-
joy as we gather. The evening will include a story, family activity, camp songs and fellowship
with their friends. All Pavilions are located close to the park playground so your children can
enjoy time playing with their friends. Restrooms and parking are located within walking dis-
tance.

Please let us know each month if your family is planning on attending, so we can plan appropri-
ately and can let you know if the picnic is cancelled due to inclement weather.

Mrs. Jones and Miss Kelly
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Sunday, July 30, 2023

9th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream
by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”
°And Solomon said, “You have shown great and stead-
fast love to your servant my father David, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept
for him this great and steadfast love, and have given
him a son to sit on his throne today. ’And now, O LorD
my God, you have made your servant king in place of
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do
not know how to go out or come in. *And your servant
is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen,
a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. *Give your servant therefore an understand-
ing mind to govern your people, able to discern be-
tween good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
""God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and
have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself under-
standing to discern what is right, '?I now do according
to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one
like you shall arise after you.”

Psalm 119:129-136

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. ?’And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.

2We know that all things work together for good for
those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. **For those whom he foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn within a large family.
*And those whom he predestined he also called; and
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom
he justified he also glorified.

! 'What then are we to say about these things? If God
is for us, who is against us? **He who did not withhold
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not

with him also give us everything else? *Who will bring
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
#Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. *Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? *As it
is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
*No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. *For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field; *it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.”

*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

*“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in
a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

#*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
in search of fine pearls; *®on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

#7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
*when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. **So it will
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous **and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

S“Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” *?And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21,
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