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WELCOME—We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America) and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other
faiths and people of little or no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation
for 185 years. By worshipping with us today, you become part of that living tradition.

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room (Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex
(George St). Baby changing stations are provided in these restrooms as well as in the nursery.

The Nursery, which is accessed from the double doors, front right, is available for any family need-
ing a space away. We are currently gathering names of individuals willing to staff the Nursery.

Our Communion is “open” to all believers who trust that the Risen Christ is present for his people
in the Holy Eucharist.

CHOIRS AT ST. PAUL’S

Enquiries are welcome at any time. If you are interested in singing with a choir or ringing handbells
with an ensemble please contact a music staff member; Mr. Victor Fields or Mrs. Leah McComas,
717-843-8155.

FOOD PANTRY

The food pantry operates each Tuesday morning from 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. The weekly distribution is
staffed with nearly 40 volunteers. If you are in need of food or would like to provide assistance with
one of the many aspects of this ministry simply contact the church office for further details. Addi-
tionally we work in cooperation with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of York to grow fresh
produce in the summer months at a community garden located one block south on George Street.
Gardeners are joyfully welcomed.

ST. PAUL’S PRESCHOOL

Early childhood education is a major part of child development. St. Paul’s preschool is in its 54th
year of continuous operation. Classes are available for children ages 2, 3 & 4. For additional infor-
mation please contact the Director of Preschool, Mrs. Deborah Becker 717-854-1996.
www.stpaulspreschoolyork.com

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS AT ST. PAUL’S
St. Paul’s hosts AA Fellowship groups on Sunday evening 6:30 p.m. and a Gambler’s Anonymous
group Wednesday evening 7:30 p.m.

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God in memory of Josephine M. Cush-
ner, John Cushner, M.D. & Mary R. Maxwell by JoAnne Cushner Debes & Family
The Christmas Bulletins are sponsored by
Mim Boyer in loving memory of her husband, David Boyer.

STAFF

Pastor Reverend Stanley Reep prreep.stpaulsyork@comcast.net

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer  kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net
Organist, Choir Director Victor Fields vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net
Bookkeeper Dale Zeiger dzeiger.stpaulsyork@comcast.net
Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Sexton Ted Weikert st.paulsyork@comcast.net

Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com



St. Stephen’s Day

Holy Communion 10:30 a.m.

PRELUDE Lullaby Ronald Arnatt

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may con-
fess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (LBW 54)
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1 It «came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old.

2 Still through the clo - ven skics they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old.

| y y
e ] = | i 1 ] | I | | f —

0

)" I I ¢

b1 14 PR I [ I ! [ | ER—Y
O < T (e o Jis ¢*ediff
from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:
and still their heav'n-ly mu - sic floats o'er all the wea - ry  world.
who toil a - long the climb-ing way with pain-tul steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir-cling years shall come the time fore - told.

Continued on next page...
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“Peace on  the carth. good will to all. from heav'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - hove its sad and low-ly plainsthey hend  on hov-'ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
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The world in s0l - emn siill-ness lay to  hear the an - gels =sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-1y road and hecar the an - gels  sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Grant us grace, O Lord, that like Stephen we may learn to love even our enemies and
seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Sit

FIRST READING 2 Chronicles 24:17-22

"Now after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and did obeisance to the

king; then the king listened to them. '®*They abandoned the house of the LORD, the
God of their ancestors, and served the sacred poles and the idols. And wrath came up-
on Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. '*Yet he sent prophets among them to
bring them back to the LORD; they testified against them, but they would not listen.
**Then the spirit of God took possession of Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada; he
stood above the people and said to them, "Thus says God: Why do you transgress the
commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken
the LORD, he has also forsaken you." *'But they conspired against him, and by com-
mand of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the
LORD. 22King Joash did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah's father,
had shown him, but killed his son. As he was dying, he said, "May the LORD see and
avenge!"



PSALMODY Psalm 17:1-9, 16 spoken responsively by whole verse
! Hear my plea of innocence, O LorD; give heed | to my cry;*
listen to my prayer, which does not come from | lying lips.
? Let my vindication come forth | from your presence;*
let your eyes be | fixed on justice.
3 Weigh my heart, summon | me by night,*
melt me down; you will find no impurit- | y in me.
*1 give no offense with my mouth as | others do;*
I have heeded the words | of your lips.
> My footsteps hold fast to the ways | of your law;*
in your paths my feet | shall not stumble.
%1 call upon you, O God, for you will | answer me;*
incline your ear to me and | hear my words.
7 Show me your marvelous | lovingkindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise | up against them.
¥ Keep me as the apple | of your eye;*
hide me under the shadow | of your wings,
? from the wicked | who assault me,*
from my deadly enemies | who surround me.
' But at my vindication I shall | see your face;*
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, behold- | ing your likeness.

SECOND READING Acts 6:8--7:2a, 51-60
$Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the peo-
ple. "Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up
and argued with Stephen. '°But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with
which he spoke. ''Then they secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God." '“They stirred up the people as well
as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and
brought him before the council. *They set up false witnesses who said, "This man nev-
er stops saying things against this holy place and the law; '*for we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Mo-
ses handed on to us." '*And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they
saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
'"Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?" And Stephen replied:
"Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, ' You stiff-necked people, un-
circumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your
ancestors used to do. **Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They
killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become
his betrayers and murderers. >*You are the ones that received the law as ordained by
angels, and yet you have not kept it."
**When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Ste-



phen. *°But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *°Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" *’But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. **Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. >’While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit." ®*Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not
hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died.

Stand
HYMN Let Us Now Our Voices Raise (sung to the tune of Good King Wenceslaus)

1 Let us now our voices raise, 2 Never flinched they from the flame,
Wake the day with gladness; From the torment never;

God Himself to joy and praise Vain the tyrant’s sharpest aim,

Turns our human sadness; Vain each fierce endeavor:

Joy that martyrs won their crown, For by faith they saw the land
Opened heaven's bright portal, Decked in all its glory,

When they laid the mortal down ~ Where triumphant now they stand
For the life immortal. With the victor’s story.

3 Up and follow, Christian folks!
Press through toil and sorrow;
Spurn the night of fear, and then,
O the glorious morrow!
Who will venture on the strife;
Who will first begin it?
Who will grasp the Land of Life?
Warriors, up and win it!

GOSPEL Matthew 23:34-39
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

**Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and
crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to

town, >>so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you mur-
dered between the sanctuary and the altar. **Truly I tell you, all this will come upon
this generation.

3TJerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! **See, your house is left to you, des-
olate. *°For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord."

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sit

SERMON Rev. George Fitch
CHANCEL CHOIR Still, Still, Still Mack Wilberg
Stand

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the vir gin
Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord, you come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with
those who celebrate your birth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust
our place in the network of creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communi-
ties, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in
one another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an im-
prisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are impris-
oned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day (especially). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one an-
other. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together
in perfect harmony. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever (especially).
We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of
your love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in the Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, con-
fident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful Father,
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and
mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radi-
ant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to
love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from dark-
ness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship you for our lives and for the
world you give us. We thank you for the new world to come and for the love that will
rule all in all. We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of
your promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of the
fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not be in vain.
In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled and will fulfill all
your promises. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this
bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of your Son:
his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember the sacrifice of his
life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But chiefly [on
this day] we remember his rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of power, and
his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for the resurrection of our
lives, when Christ will come again in beauty and power to share with us the great and
promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread and cup
may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the fullness of the king-
dom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION RITE A brief silence is kept.
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Sit The pastor cleanses hands and prepares for the distribution of Holy Communion.

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL
Instructions for receiving the sacrament are on the inside front cover of the bulletin.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feast-
ed on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, re-
vealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Stand
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Almighty, God, in the incarnation of your Son you began the work of our
deliverance from sin and death. Through the grace given us in your Son, strengthen us in
spirit and renew in us the New Birth we have through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

HYMN What Child is This (LBW 40)
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I What child is this, who. laid to rest,  on  Mar-y's lap  is  sleep-ing?
2 Why liecs he in such mean cs-tate where ox and ass are leed - ing?
3 S0 bring him m - cense. gold, and myreh; come, peas-ant, king, to  own  him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the s - lent Word is plead -ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let  lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king. whom shep-herds guard and  an - gels sing:
Nails, spear shall picree him through, the  ¢ross be  borme for  me, for you
Raise, raise  the song on high, the vir - gin sings her  lul - la - hy;
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haste, haste  to  bring him laud., the  babe, the son of  Mar - y!
hail, hail  the Word made flesh, the  habe, the son of  Mar - y!
joyv, joy. for Christ is born, the Thabe, the son of  Mar - y!

POSTLUDE  Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest ~ Emily Maxson Porter
Please be respectful of distancing and personal space as you leave.
Please take your service bulletin with you and dispose of it properly.
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THE ENTIRE ST. PAUL’S STAFF WISH YOU THE JOYS AND BLESSINGS OF THIS HOLY
SEASON. MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM:
VICTOR, TED, PATEE, KELLY, LEAH, CODY, DEB, AND PASTOR STAN.



