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WELCOME   Thank you for being with us. 

We are a Christian church within the Lutheran tradition (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and people of 
little or no faith. Christian worship has been offered to God in this congregation for 185 years. By 
worshipping with us today, you become part of that living tradition. 

Restrooms are available in the Good Shepherd Room (Springettsbury lobby) and the narthex. Ba-
by changing stations are provided in these restrooms. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in sending your offering through the mail, by using online op-
tions from your financial institution, or through the “Donate” now from the church website stpaul-
syork.org. Your gifts are keeping us current with the commitments associated with St. Paul’s and 
our ministry partners.  

Guidelines for Worship during the time of COVID-19 
 

Entering and Leaving the Church: 
Face masks are required inside, 
Kindly sign in at the door through which you entered.  This will help if we need to be in contact. 
Please take your service bulletin with you and dispose of it properly.  

Offerings: 
Monetary offerings may be placed in the basins provided at the entrances to the nave prior to the 
service or immediately following the service. You may also donate via our website at 
www.stpaulsyork.org 

While in the Nave: 
Please wear your mask.  Please sit in designated pews only.  You may sit together as a family. We 
ask that you practice social distancing  from one family to the next within the pew. 

Communion Procedure: 

• Ushers will direct you. The pulpit side (left) of the nave communes first followed by the font side 
(right).  

• Wearing your face mask, come to the chancel step taking your place at one of the five positions 
marked on the chancel floor with a green cross. 

• Your entire household may gather at a position marked by the green cross. 
• Extend your arms and cup your hands together to receive the host.  
• Please do not reach out to take the Host from the minister.  
• Once the minister has moved to the next group, then remove your mask, receive the host, replace 

your mask and return to your pew by the closest side aisle. There is no need to hurry.  
• We are receiving communion in one kind only (bread/host). 

 

Our COVID-19 task force is assisting us as we remain open at St. Paul’s. Please thank  Dr. Jessica 
Ericson, Sheridan Palmer, Deacon Harold Sargeant, and Dr. Martha Thomas for their dedication and 
service. 



First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021  5:00 PM 

Holy Communion Spoken 

 

Stand 
PENITENTIAL ORDER FOR LENT 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
His mercy endures forever. 
 

Hear the commandment of God to his people 
You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not take the Lord’s name in vain. 
Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse, or servant, or ox, or donkey, or any-
thing that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal 
Have mercy on us. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may con-
fess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your Church, that, fol-
lowing our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glo-
ry of the world to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever Amen 
 

Sit 
READING Exodus 20:1-21  

1Then God spoke all these words: 
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thou-
sandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not 
do any work — you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your live-
stock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 
13You shall not murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 



or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, 
and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a dis-
tance, 19and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, or we will die." 20Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God 
has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin." 21Then the people stood at a distance, while Moses drew near to the thick dark-
ness where God was.  
At the conclusion of the reading The Word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 

Stand 
VERSE 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; we will trust your Word. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 12:28-31 

The Holy Gospel according to  St. Mark  Glory to you, O Lord. 
28One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of 
all?" 29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."  
At the conclusion of the Gospel.   
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
HOMILY      Pastor Reep 
 
Stand 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in 
the good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s 
creatures from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and 
science educators. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of 
leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice 
for the lowly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength 
to all who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptis-
mal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen our con-
gregation’s ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for 
all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the full-
ness of your reign. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Merciful Father, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent 
 in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  
He is your Word, inseparable from you...  
Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in your holy Church both now and forever.  
Amen 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION    a brief silence is kept 
 
AGNUS DEI  spoken responsively 

Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 

Sit The pastor cleanses hands and prepares for the distribution of Holy Communion. 
 
COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 
Instructions for receiving the sacrament are on the inside front cover of the bulletin. 
 
Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING       

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen 
 



STAFF   

Pastor Reverend Stanley Reep prreep.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 
Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 
Organist, Choir Director Victor Fields vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Bookkeeper Dale Zeiger dzeiger.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net 
Sexton Ted Weikert st.paulsyork@comcast.net 
Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God, our Father, in the Eucharist you give us the Spirit of love and 
lead us to share in your life.  Strengthen us through this food from heaven that we 
may live by the Gospel and follow your Son in the Way of the Cross.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     
Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord Thanks be to God. 
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Please be respectful of distancing and personal space as you leave.  
Feel free to gather outside for conversation.   
Please take your service bulletin with you and dispose of it properly.  


