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 New Construction and Parallel Congregational Expansion 
St. Paul’s and Mpuguso Lutheran Church  

 
Contemporaneous with the recent renovations to our house of worship here at St. Paul’s, our sister con-
gregation, the Mpuguso Lutheran Church, in southwest Tanzania is also now in the process of erecting a 
new church facility to house their burgeoning congregation. In order to appreciate fully these concomi-
tant developments here in York and in Africa, a little background on the Mpuguso Lutheran Church and 
the long-term and growing twenty-five year Christian relationship between St. Paul’s and the Mpuguso 
Lutheran Church and the Konde Diocese is in order. 

Early Beginnings 

In 1984, seven families in Tukuyu, Tanzania began reading the Bible together and worshipping infor-
mally in their homes. Over the course of the ensuing decade, other families joined that initial group. By 
1994, the Christian enclave in Tukuyu had grown to the point where there was insufficient space in any-
one’s home to accommodate everyone. Accordingly, those families put their faith in the Lord and 
moved forward with the erection of a church facility. Their hope was that they would all be able to wor-
ship together and then spread the Word of the Lord throughout Tukuyu and the surrounding communi-
ties.   

Congregational members attending one of Mpuguso’s multiple Sunday church services 



At that same time and through the leadership of Bishops Guy Edmiston and Carol Hendrix of the Lower 
Susquehanna Synod, St. Paul’s was paired up with the Mpuguso Lutheran Church as “companionship con-
gregations”. Over the course of the ensuing twenty-five (25) years, St. Paul’s has developed an incredibly 
close bond with the Mpuguso Lutheran Church and the Konde Diocese.  

Travels to Tanzania 

Our former Pastor John Wenzke and his wife, Annabelle, along with Carl and Aaron Jacobs, travelled to 
Tukuyu, Tanzania to visit with our sister congregation in 1998. Following his retirement, John Wenzke and 
Annabelle returned to Tanzania once again in 2004 where they embarked upon a four month collaborative 
teaching process within the Konde Diocese. During the spring and summer of that year, Pastor Wenzke 
taught Christian theology to dozens of ministers within the Konde Diocese.  

Over the course of St. Paul’s twenty-five year companionship relationship with the Mpuguso Lutheran 
Church and the Konde Diocese, seventeen members of St. Paul’s have travelled to Tanzania at various 
points in time.  Each of those visits have contributed to and fulfilled St. Paul’s mission statement in a very 
direct fashion.  

Commencing in 1995, St. Paul’s began to extend financial contributions which assisted the Mpuguso Lu-
theran Church in expanding its physical structure.  St. Paul’s collaborative initiatives with Mpuguso also 
helped to fuel the growth of the Christian community in Tukuyu. Between 1995 and 2020, St. Paul’s has em-
barked upon a series of other educational initiatives and collaborative ministries with the Mpuguso Lutheran 
Church and the Konde Diocese.   

Under the leadership of Pastor Melkizedeck Mbilinyi, who had undertaken graduate studies at the Gettys-
burg Seminary back in 2005 and 2006, and through the guidance of St. Paul’s dear friend and Mpuguso’s 
senior elder, Elisha Mwamwaja, the Mpuguso Lutheran Church has been experiencing phenomenal growth. 
“Overflow attendance” at its multiple services is a constant (but welcome) problem. There simply is insuffi-
cient space for the growing Christian community at Mpuguso to worship together.  

Pastor Melkizedeck Mbilinyi 

 
Building for the Future  

As a result of their desire to worship and share the Word of the Lord in unison, the Mpuguso congregation 
has now commenced the erection of a new church facility to accommodate the phenomenal and ongoing 
growth of their congregation. The building contractor and his workmen started work on the foundation of the 
church basement on June 20th. Their initial construction objective is to dig trances for the foundation, fill in 



concrete to hold reinforcement bars, and prepare for shuttering the concrete pillars. As we all know from our 
recent construction experience at St. Paul’s, Mpuguso will be dealing with a plethora of future construction 
challenges and significant future construction expenses.  

Elisha Mwamwaja, Pastor Mbilinyi, and the Mpuguso chairperson of their construction committee,  

all standing within the construction site 

Outreach 

Over the course of our shared ministries from 1995 forward, the Mpuguso Lutheran Church and St. Paul’s, 
in conjunction with the Lower Susquehanna Synod and the Konde Diocese, have embarked upon a series of 
educational and Christian outreach initiatives. Outreach projects have included the education of young 
members of the Mpuguso congregation who have become trained evangelists, following their three year ed-
ucation and training at the Matema Bible College in southwest Tanzania. Those young evangelists now as-
sist Pastor Mbilinyi in responding to the congregational needs of the Mpuguso parish. Most importantly, the 
evangelists travel to open sites in the Tukuyu countryside (often 15 to 25 miles from Tukuyu) on a regular 
basis each week.  At those distant locations, they share the Word of the Lord and interface in an open-air 
setting with other Tanzanians who are unable to worship at the Mpuguso Lutheran Church in Tukuyu be-
cause of their remote location and/or as a result of a lack of transportation.  

St. Paul’s-Mpuguso/Konde Diocese educational projects have been multi-faceted. The most significant and 
creative educational initiative was initiated back in 2005 and 2006 when Pastor Meshack Njinga (who sub-
sequently became the Treasurer of the Konde Diocese following his return to Tanzania) was studying fi-
nance and accounting at York College. During his eighteen month course of study at York College, Pastor 
Njinga was an extremely active member of St. Paul’s. Carol Woodbury kindly provided lodging for Pastor 
Njinga. Meshack could walk from Carol’s residence on Grantley to York College for his classes, and he 
could also hike to St. Paul’s, where he would visit regularly with Pastor Reep and participate in church 
events.  

In addition to developing a very close relationship with Pastor Reep, Pastor Njinga also worked directly 
with Pastors Judy and Tom McKee regarding joint Christian outreach projects between the Lower Susque-
hanna Synod and the Konde Diocese (Judy McKee had served as the LSS’s special liaison to the Konde Di-
ocese and had traveled to Tanzania ten separate times in fostering that global relationship before recently 
joining the St. Paul’s congregation). During their discussions about educational issues in Tanzania back in 
2005, Pastor Njinga referenced the financial challenges faced by pastors and evangelists in Tanzania in at-
tempting to fund the education of their children. 



Establishing Education Scholarships 

The Tanzanian government pays for the cost of primary school education of children, but not for secondary 
school educational costs. Secondary schooling in Tanzania is premised upon the English model. Students are 
required to take annual tests in order to move on to successive class levels. Only the brightest and most com-
mitted young women and men progress with their secondary schooling. With the Tanzanian government being 
unable to fund secondary studies, the costs of secondary schooling must be borne by the families of each stu-
dent. With pastors within the Konde Diocese generally earning the equivalent of $75 to $90 per month and 
with annual cost of one year of secondary education generally running anywhere from $350 to $750 per child 
per year, these secondary education costs place a huge financial burden on pastors and evangelists within the 
Konde Diocese. 

Pastors Judy and Tom McKee, Pastor Reep, Pastor Njinga, and St. Paul’s Mpuguso-Konde Committee devel-
oped a scholarship program designed to provide financial educational assistance to the children of selected 
pastors and evangelists within the Konde Diocese. This scholarship program was initiated back in 2006 and 
has continued today on an open-ended basis. St. Paul’s includes scholarships in its annual budgeting process. 
Some remarkable results have ensued. Bishop Dr. Edward Mwaikali of the Konde Diocese has been selecting 
scholarship recipients based upon their educational commitments and their academic dedication. Since the in-
ception of the St. Paul’s-Konde Diocese scholarship program, a number of scholarship recipients have graduat-
ed with outstanding academic results. Several  have pursued further graduate schooling, while others are now 
embarking upon meaningful and critically important public service  
positions within Tanzania.  

Improving Healthcare 

One of the initial St. Paul’s-Konde Diocese scholarship recipients back in 2006 was Omega Allen. Following 
his graduation from secondary school, Omega Allen was admitted to a comprehensive nursing school program, 
with St. Paul’s providing scholarship funding in that respect. Omega graduated and is now providing critically 
important medical care in southwest Tanzania at the Itete and Matema Hospitals. Ansajiye Njinga, the daugh-
ter of Pastor Meshack Njinga who had visited St. Paul’s and served as a summer counselor (and who is the self
-proclaimed grand-daughter of Bill and Nancy Banta) is also enrolled in nursing school. She anticipates gradu-
ating next summer (2021), after which she will join Omega Allen and become a member of the Konde Diocese 
medical team. 

In 2017, Mike Hanson provided St. Paul’s congregation with an in-depth overview of the unserved medical 
needs faced by most Tanzanian families. Mike noted quite explicitly that there are major gaps in the Tanzanian 
health-care system. The absence of medical services is particularly dire in the more rural and remote areas of 
Tanzania such as Tukuyu. The gaps in the Tanzanian medical infrastructure to which Mike alluded become 
even more critical during a medical crisis such as the COVID-19 pandemic. 



Deadline for the 
November newsletter 

is October 15th 

Food Pantry—October 
Items needed:  Canned beans, canned vegetables, apple sauce, canned meats, mashed potato mix, rice, 
pasta side dished and jelly.  Anyone able to help can contact Teresa Rohrbaugh or Janet and Larry 
Moore. Plastic Bags are always needed. Money donations are gratefully accepted.  Please place cash or 
check in a “special” envelope marked “Pantry”. 

Getting Involved With Mission Hopes and Dreams 

Hopefully, the Lord will continue to bless St. Paul’s continued efforts to fulfill our mission statement. We seek 
ways for our congregation to expand and build upon the initial foundation which has been established with the 
Mpuguso Lutheran Church and the Konde Diocese over the course of the past twenty-five years. Jim Mum-
mert, who has enthusiastically and ably chaired the Mpuguso-Konde Committee for a number of years, and the 
Mpuguso-Konde Committee respectfully suggest and offer the following mission objectives over the course of 
the ensuing decade: 

Continuation and expansion of the St. Paul’s-Konde diocese scholarship program for selected 
children of pastors and evangelists within the Konde Diocese; 

Further medical infrastructure initiatives, including the establishment of a medical-nursing 
scholarship for Elizabeth Katalima, who is a member of the Mpuguso Lutheran Church con-
gregation (Elizabeth is currently enrolled in a nursing program and hopes to pursue an ad-
vanced nursing degree beginning in 2021 which would be in the nature of a physician’s as-
sistant position); 

Expansion of St. Paul’s Mpuguso-Konde Committee to include enthusiastic, mission minded, 
members of St. Paul’s congregation. 

Furtherance of the make-up of St. Paul’s Mpuguso-Konde Committee with the expansion of our 
global African partnership through continued Tanzanian visits on the part of St. Paul’s 
members. Hopefully, that will include some of the current youth and younger adults within 
our congregation in the years ahead. 

Future consideration of a full medical scholarship for Omega Allen, who has received rave re-
views about his nursing contributions and who has expressed a strong interest in pursuing a 
full medical degree.  

One time gift to support construction expansion at Mpuguso Lutheran Church.  Checks should 
be made out to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with “Mpuguso Appeal” in the memo line. 

Thank You 

Special thanks is extended to our Mpuguso Committee members, especially to Joe Moyer for his preparation 
of this article. We appreciate their zeal for our mission relationship and for ways to extend and foster Christian 
Witness. 

Preschool started on Monday, September 14th.  This year the pre-
school will have one four-year-old class and two three-year-old classes 
and will be open for morning classes.  The three-year-old class will be 
starting the year learning nursery rhymes and the four-year-old class 
will spend some time learning about the beach.  The staff have been 
working hard to create a safe place for children to grow and learn this 
year at our preschool and are all excited to welcome the children back! 



Sunday School at Home! 

Spark Family Magazine 

The fall issue of Spark Family Magazine appeared in your homes in late August. St. Paul’s Church pro-
vides for this subscription to be sent to the home of families with children age 2 through grade 3,  This will 
help in your faith journey with your children. While the magazine is written for younger children, those in 
grades 3-6 will enjoy learning by reading the stories from their own Bible and using some of the supple-
mental ideas which are included.  Two stories included with this edition 
are:  The Lord’s Prayer and Solomon’s Temple.                                                                                                

The Lord’s Prayer  

Explore together the Lord’s Prayer through Old and New Testament Sto-
ries. If your child does not know the Lord’s Prayer, this would be a great 
time to help them learn  this important prayer.                                                                                                                             

Martin Luther wrote the Small Catechism in 1529 to assist parents in 
teaching the Christian Faith to their children. Lutherans in 2020 still con-
fess and study these important words. In the ‘Small Catechism’, Luther 
includes sections on the Ten Commandments, The Apostles’ Creed, The 
Lord’s Prayer, The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, The Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, and the Office of the Keys (Confession). Click this link to see what Luther says. http://
catechism.cph.org/en/lords-prayer.html  (Document with Luther’s explanations) 

Borrow a copy of the Spark Story Bible (used in Sunday School) the next time you are at the church. Or 
read the stories in your Paraclete Bible for Kids which your child received during their preschool years. 
(Not all the stories are in this version however.) For older children, use a regular Bible to look up the story. 
Matthew 6:5-15. 

Here are some additional ideas and discussions starters to do with your family as you explore this example 
that Jesus gave us on how to pray.  

1.  Discuss: Who are we talking to when we pray? The Lord’s prayer begins with “Our Father.” In prayer 
we talk to God. Is talking to God like talking to someone on the phone. What is the same? What is differ-
ent? Call a friend or family member on the phone. Find out how they are doing. Tell them about your 
school day, what you had for dinner, or who you played with today. Ask them if they need anything and 
tell them that you will say a prayer for them! 

2.  Make a list of all the names for God that you can think of. Make a collage of pictures and words to 
demonstrate the names for God.  

3.  The Spark Story Bible story which begins on page 278, uses the new version of the Lord’s Prayer 
(Luke 11:1-13) instead of the Old English version (Matthew 6: . How is it the same and different? Which 
one do you like better and why?  

Solomon Builds a Temple 

Solomon Builds a Temple is the second story in this issue. Stories can be 
found in the Spark Bible on page 136 and the Paraclete Bible on page 13 and 
in the book of 1 Kings 6 of a regular Bible. Solomon was the son of King Da-
vid and followed as king after his father. He was known as a very wise king 
and he is also known for building the temple in Jerusalem. This Temple was to 
be a Holy Place where God resided.  Here are a few ideas to enrich the story. 
(Go to the church website for ease of connecting to these links.) 

Read further about the temple that Solomon built. Interesting facts 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=kings+somonos+temple+for+children&&view=detail&mid=4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC4AC2CA2F
D77D0A94D9FC&&FORM=VDRVRV 

http://catechism.cph.org/en/lords-prayer.html
http://catechism.cph.org/en/lords-prayer.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kings+somonos+temple+for+children&&view=detail&mid=4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kings+somonos+temple+for+children&&view=detail&mid=4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kings+somonos+temple+for+children&&view=detail&mid=4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC4AC2CA2FD77D0A94D9FC&&FORM=VDRVRV


Personal and Family Devotional ideas during these challenging times. Did you know that our Lutheran 
Book of Worship has more than hymns inside? Some of the other resources include, Psalms, prayers for 
many occasions and, special prayer services. Spark Story Bibles (used in Sunday School by our children) 
are also available. Stop by the Good Shepherd Room to borrow a worship book and or a Children’s Bible 
that you can use at home.  

1.  Discuss what does Holy mean? How are we to keep God’s name Holy?  

2.  Get out your toy blocks or other building materials (scrapes of wood, empty food boxes) and try building 
your own temple. Solomon  

3.  Watch this video and try to sing along! Can you also add the hand movements?  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%
3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%
3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%
26sc%3d2-36%26sk%3d%26cvid%
3d2F34DBE9416344DF8F21DA5D5B37EDD2&view=detail&mid=06517B85AF258EDA243406517B85AF
258EDA2434&&FORM=VDRVSR 

Wednesday Bible Study @ 10:30 AM 
 

 Studying the scriptures together deepens our knowledge of the biblical content, renews faith and 

draws us closer together as a community of Christ. We will be studying the Old Testament reading and gos-

pel reading for the upcoming Sunday morning. In the month of October our discussion will include Old 

Testament texts of Isiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah; and gospel texts in Matthew, Luke and John. The group 

will gather in Christ Hall. We will practice physical distancing allowing ample space between participants. 

The sound system in Christ Hall will be utilized so that everyone should be able to hear even if positioned 

further from the leader. The sessions will be 45 minutes in length so please make every effort to arrive 

promptly. 

Christian Education this Fall 
 Growing in our faith is important in our lives as Christians. Currently, being together in large 
groups to learn, share and grow is not advisable. The Christian Education Committee and church staff are 
planning education to be held at other times.  
Monday ZOOM  with Pastor McKee 
Tuesday Confirmation Class with Pastor Reep and Miss Kelly 
Wednesday Bible Study with Pastor Reep 
 
Discussions on the Letters to the Phillipians 
Four Monday evenings at 7:00 PM via ZOOM 
October 5, 12.  

Join Pastor Tom McKee in conversations on Paul’s letters to the church in Philippi! St. Paul wrote letters to 
the Christians in Philippi to encourage them to keep the faith during difficult times. We will read part of a 
chapter each week. Pastor McKee will give some historical background. Participants will be invited to 
share what stands out to them and then reflect on what this means for their lives. This class will meet via 
Zoom. Please contact the church office to be provided with  the link to the weekly study.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=children+singing+of+the+lords+prayer&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBVR%26sp%3d-1%26pq%3dchildren%2520singing%2520of%2520the%2520lords%2520prayer%26s


Music Notes 

Cantors are needed to help lead both 8:00am and 10:30am liturgies.  Please 
notify Pastor or Victor if you are willing and able to sing.  Thank you. 

Several of the Chancel Choir members and Handbell ringers will be perform-
ing music during the 10:30am indoor worship services during October.   

The church pianos located in the Sanctuary and Music Room have now been 
upgraded with new climate control systems.  The systems protect pianos from 
damaging effects of environmental changes and will provide greater tuning stability.  This is especially im-
portant since our building has too much humidity at certain times of the year. 

The organ console is currently undergoing minor repairs after having some failing circuitry problems.  In ad-
dition, minor enhancements are being added to render a few additional voices. 

 

Cataloging the Music Library 

We received a response from Jim Flinchbaugh who will be helping with cataloging!  Thank you.   

 

St. Luke Healing Service  Sunday October 18 

 For the Healing of the Nations is the theme for this year’s St. Luke lit-
urgy. The theme is derived from Revelation 22: Then the angel showed me the 
river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 
river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Imagine 
such a scene with the crystal river, the tree perpetually bearing fruit, and the 
leaves that never fade, fall, or wither, this may be tasking for our mind's eye. 
The nations certainly need the kind of healing that God alone can give. The nations certainly need perpetual 
food in order to feed the inhabitants of the land. The nations certainly need healing; the kind of healing that 
doesn’t fade, fall, or wither. St. Luke has been associated with the art of healing. This year we will not be 
receiving individual laying on of hands and anointing, but rather we will be gathering in prayer for the heal-
ing of the nations. The children on Tuesday evenings with Miss Kelly are preparing a visual depiction of a 
tree with leaves of healing that will be displayed on the glass wall between the church nave and narthex. The 
children are creating leaves of healing. Together we will offer prayers for healing; in our lives, families, 
neighborhoods, community and world.  

Reformation Sunday  October 25 

 Our Reformation liturgy will begin with a Thanksgiving for 
Baptism. As we recall our reformation history and the theology that 
gives shape to it, Holy Baptism has a central place. During this pan-
demic we have needed to adjust worship practices. The font has been 
dry, covered, and mostly out of reach for worshipers as they come 
into the church nave. Baptisms due to COVID-19 have been post-
poned in our parish community. However our remembrance of Holy 
Baptism and our thankfulness for it can truly be celebrated! As part 
of the liturgy we will recite what Martin Luther referred to as the 
“Flood Prayer.” In the prayer we remember how God saved Noah 
and his family. We remember how God saved us through the death 
and resurrection of his Son, Christ Jesus. We remember how we are 
united through the Holy Spirit and how God opens to us the joy and freedom of everlasting life. With so 
much of our current existence limited, or reduced, or adjusted, because of a global pandemic, it is fitting that 
we give thanks for the unlimited, full and everlasting promises of God made to us in Holy Baptism.  



Please remember to notify Pastor Reep of 

any life events, illnesses, joys or concerns.  

Call the office 717-843-8155 or email 

st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Council Highlights 

 The congregation Council met for their regular meeting on Monday September 14 at 7:00 PM in Christ 
Hall. The meeting included a Zoom link to achieve the greatest council participation. The meeting began with 
devotions and prayer led by President Ericson. The parable of the Good Samaritan was read. Tristan connected 
the parable to the current changes in society stemming from the death of George Floyd. He stressed the im-
portance of listening to a brother or sister in Christ and learning something of their story. 

 The Treasurer’s report from Peter O’Conor was received. It reflected three important aspects of our fi-
nancial life together. First, Envelope income remains above budget. Second, the 2019 audit is finished. Recom-
mendations will be shared at a later date. Third, On September 8, 2020 St. Paul’s entered into a mortgage 
agreement and loan with Fulton Bank for $2,250,000 that will pay off the construction loan with York Tradi-
tions Bank. The agreement is a 20 Year amortization with a 7 year locked interest rate of 3.6%. The monthly 
payment is $13,225.02. The rate after 7 years is a floating rate of 0.25% under the index of Fulton Bank, N.A. 
Prime Rate or we can enter into another fixed rate loan based on interest rates at that time. 

 The data from the cottage meetings was presented in a Pastoral Summary. Council members will dis-
cern aspects of the report that will give shape and direction to our ministry. The content of the report will be 
shared at the annual meeting on November 15. 

 The Council approved a request from the Mpoguso Committee to participate in an appeal in support of 
the Mpoguso Lutheran Church building expansion. Gifts should be directed to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and 
clearly marked “Mpoguso Appeal”. 

 A council retreat will be held outdoors and hosted by the Ericson’s on Sunday October 4 @ 2:00 PM. 
The rain date is Sunday October 11. 

 The Annual Meeting of the congregation remains scheduled for Sunday November 15. More details 
will be provided in the November Our Church and in the Sunday bulletin. 

 The council approved the return of both the Scout Troup and AA Fellowship groups provided they 
comply with the Church Guidelines during COVID-19. 

 The Nominating Committee is being co-chaired by Tony Culp and Harold Sargeant.  

 We will continue to hold the 8:00 AM liturgy outdoors on Sunday morning until participation reflects a 
need to move indoors. Consideration is being given to add a 5:00 PM Sunday evening liturgy during the winter 
months to allow for the physical distancing of congregants in our church nave. Such an addition would provide 
a Sunday Worship schedule of 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, and 5:00 PM.  

 The Preschool opened on Monday. The new procedures put in places for COVID-19 seem to have 
worked well on the first day of the school year. 

 The meeting concluded with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Pastor Reep 

Up – coming Events 

Healing Service – Sunday, October 18 @ 10:30 AM “Leaves for the Healing of the Nation” 

Reformation – Sunday, October 25 @ 8:00 & 10:30 AM church nave 

All Saints – Sunday, November 1 @ 10:30 AM Self portraits of saints by our children. 

Annual Meeting – Sunday, November 15 (time and location to be announced) 

Christ the King – Sunday, November 22 @ 8:00 & 10:30 AM church nave 



Tuesday Evening Ministry—All Ages! 
 Because of Covid-19 and the uncertainty of coming inside the 
church building, Create, the Tuesday evening youth and family minis-
try night will now be held as video sessions. 

Ms. Kelly will make 3 videos with craft and art projects based on 3 
themes for fall,  leaves to place on a tree for the healing of the nations, 
self-portraits for All Saints Sunday and crowns for Christ the King 
Sunday. 

Victor will create 3 videos using household and kitchen items as percussion instruments to create rhythms 
with texts and words from scriptures and psalms. 

Each of our videos will be sent out on Tuesdays as emails to our families and they will also be made availa-
ble to view on our church website. 

Finally, we will create a Gingerbread Nativity video with Christmas music.  Gingerbread kits will be availa-
ble for families to take home on Sundays, November 15, 22 & 29.  Please call or email Ms. Kelly by No-
vember 1 as to how many kits you need for your household. 

Pastor Reep, Ms Kelly and Victor are working to create the safest way to reach as many children and to 
have them stay involved from the safety of their own homes.  Thank you for your support and understand-
ing. 

October 6 & 13 

For the Healing of the Nations – All ages   Miss Kelly will guide you in creating leaves to be 
placed on our tree “for the healing of the nations” based on the Revelation 22 text. The tree with the 
leaves that you make will be featured on Sunday October 18 in conjunction with the St. Luke Heal-
ing service. 

Keep the Beat – All ages    With a bucket, pot or pan and a wooden spoon from your kitchen, Vic-
tor will lead you in making music.   

October 20 & 27     

All Saints & Sinners – All ages   Victor will teach the children a percussive piece with their pots 
and pans. 

All Saints & Sinners - All ages   Miss Kelly will teach you how to create a blind contour self-
portrait, this will provide a creative release as you discover new things about how you appear.  

November 10 & 17, 

Crowns for the King – All ages     Follow along with Miss Kelly in Making glorious crowns that 
you can wear or place around the cross for Christ the King Sunday, November 15 

A Royal Beat – All ages    Join Victor in making music that is  fit for King Jesus! 

December 1 

Family Gingerbread Nativity –  Everything needed to construct a gingerbread nativity scene will 
be provided. All you have to do is preregister and pick up your supplies at church on November 15, 
22, or 29.  You will get an email from Victor and Kelly that you can follow to have an enjoyable 
time with your family making a sweet delicious scene based on God’s sweet love for us.  

Autumn brings cooler temperatures, a day out of 

the house for a drive through the hills/countryside 

to see the fall foliage, and a Witness Committee 

55+ special event.  This year we are putting together a special Care Package to go out to those who would 

have attended the Fall Luncheon.  You will receive a phone call to set up a delivery time sometime in Oc-

tober.  We look forward to seeing you soon!     
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Pastor Reverend Stanley Reep prreep.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Youth Director Kelly Moore-Spencer kmoorespencer.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 
Organist, Choir Director Victor Fields vfields.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Bookkeeper Dale Zeiger dzeiger.stpaulsyork@comcast.net 

Secretary Patee Pizzirusso st.paulsyork@comcast.net 

Sexton Ted Weikert st.paulsyork@comcast.net 
Preschool Director Deb Becker director@stpaulspreschoolyork.com 

Thank you to all who helped to get this newsletter 

out this month!   

Please send us your e-mail so we may go paperless.   
If you no  longer wish to receive our newsletter please notify the office. Thank you. 


